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Editorial 


Now will the government act? 


The tragic events that took place in Dunblane have once again raised the spectre 
of weapons in the community. A knee jerk reaction from the government and 
opposition front benches is not good enough. Searchlight, along with others 
opposed to extremism, has for many years drawn attention to the ease with 
which violent and dangerous people and organisations can gain access not only to 
firearms but also to simple means of manufacturing bombs and explosives. 

It is obvious that stricter controls are needed over the issue of firearms certifi- 
cates. It is madness for the government to seek to cut costs by considering trans- 
ferring responsibility for controlling and monitoring the issue of gun licences to 
private agencies outside the police and Home Office. With proper controls men- 
tally disturbed individuals like Thomas Hamilton would never come within a 
mile of owning a licensed weapon. 

However, as our regular readers will know, many activists on the extreme right 
in Britain now have access to illegally held arms. In addition, little or nothing is 
being done to curb the publication and distribution of material such as the maga- 
zines and books circulated by Combat 18 and Life Rune Books, which include 
easy-to-follow bomb making diagrams for everything from a small letter bomb to 
a large car bomb and instructions for manufacturing napalm from everyday 
ingredients available in the home. US Special Forces manuals on easy killing 
techniques and technical methods and instructions for bomb making are readily 
available from the nazi book clubs that advertise in British National Party and 
other nazi publications. This together with similar material now available on the 
Internet, described in Searchlight last month, makes it all the more urgent for the 
government to act against those who produce and circulate this material. The 
massacres at Hungerford and Dunblane were not carried out by nazis, but it is 
only a matter of time before nazis in Britain start killing in the way that a num- 
ber of their counterparts elsewhere in Europe have done already. Already 
Combat 18 has impliedly threatened to use firearms against a multiracial nurs- 
ery school in Oldham (see cover and page 6). 

The attitude of Britain’s nazis to Dunblane can be summed up by a BNP offi- 
cial’s remarks about it being tragic only because it was white children who died. 

Meanwhile, Michael Howard, the Home Secretary, who has stood out against 
all Britain’s European partners in failing to legislate against race and religious 
hate material, has now grudgingly conceded one small point by agreeing to make 
it an offence to produce such hate material here for distribution abroad. While 
this may close down the activities of the Sussex nazi printer Tony Hancock, who 
produces a significant proportion of the international nazi movement’s literature, 
it still does nothing to curb the growing amount of Holocaust denial and religious 
hate material being circulated in this country. 


Naime/OnganiSation ices wisiss. anes iasdhtrdecden. dite BONa) on eabaee eager tate. i n0s 


PU a eo ces shinee acini ad ess neva da teat samme eaaT Es | 
(ome! ee tee meet Le PORNO ohn ket ck tier cpldvestieanrsasvie | 
| Subscription rates for one year (12 issues) — please tick appropriate box | 
| UK: Europe: 
i Individuals £18 |] Individuals £24 ay 
: Students, senior citizens Organisations £32 


Outside Europe: 
Australasia & SE Asia£40 LJ | 


Other countries £35 


'and UB40 (please send 
i evidence of entitlement) £13 CT 


: Organisations £26 = 


| Donations © ................ Please make cheques/POs payable to Searchlight. | 
| Overseas subscribers: please pay by Eurocheque, Postgiro or IMO. 
| Individual back numbers and complete sets are available on request. 


| Names and addresses may be used to send you information about other work that the | 
' Searchlight organisation does. Please let us know if you do not wish to receive such information. | 


bee ee ee nn nn ne ee ra 4 


Left: Brilliant students Jane 
Greenhow and Ruth Fleming 
on their graduation from 
Leicester University. Above: 
Stephen Bateman made 
friends with the women 
while they were studying in 
his home town 


C18 claims link to suicide trio 


hen three young Britons 
took their lives in a triple 
suicide in the USA, 
widespread media speculation over 
their links with the extreme right 
failed to unearth any tangible connec- 
tion. Now in a sensational new devel- 
opment Combat 18 has claimed them 
as its own. 
The dead youngsters, Ruth Fleming, Jane 
Greenhow and Stephen Bateman, died in 
February in bizarre circumstances while tour- 
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Ear ie : re-untted for the casmic battle !. 
paramilitary activities, there was no evidence 
that they had actually made contact with such 
groups. The two women had graduated with 
first-class degrees in astrophysics from 
Leicester University, where they had met 
Bateman who lived in the town. After leaving 
Leicester they moved into a rented bungalow 
in Andover and at least one of them worked 
as a computer analyst. They were noted for 
their dress style of black tunics, trousers and 
boots, reminiscent of the standard uniform of 
members of the extreme nazi British 
Movement and some followers of Blood and 
Honour, the nazi music organisation. 

After their deaths nazi regalia and parts of 
uniforms were found in their home, but their 
families and fellow students could not recall 
them having any extremist political affilia- 
tions. The only clues to their far-right connec- 
tions were that Fleming and Bateman singled 
out Mesa for their deaths and the fact that one 
of their first ports of call on arriving in the 
USA was Detroit, home base of one of the 
most sophisticated international nazi youth 
organisations, Resistance Records, and its 
magazine, Resistance. 

Searchlight journalists, who were in great 


product of a sick mind? 


demand by the media after the deaths, were 
able to hazard an educated guess that if the 
three had a connection with the well organ- 
ised nazi set-up in Detroit, it could have come 
through the Internet. Resistance Records has 
one of the most polished nazi Web sites in the 
world. 

The final issue of Putsch, Combat 18’s 
monthly hate sheet, dated March 1996, sud- 
denly opened a completely new insight into 
the possible connections of the three young- 
sters. Their deaths are recorded with the fol- 
lowing words: “Last month was not a partic- 
ually [sic] good one for the Movement, but 
even more so for me with the loss of three 
Comrades who took leave for Valhalla. S. J. 
& RI hope your new world is better then 
[sic] the one you left. We will soon be re- 
united for the cosmic battle!” 

It is not unknown for the key players of 
Combat 18 and its political wing, the 
National Socialist Alliance, to spout nonsense 
from time to time. But one must ask what 
mileage there would be for Combat 18 to 
claim this tragic young trio unless there was 
some semblance of truth in the story. 
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Blood and Honour feud 
turns into open warfare 


Combat 18, appeared at the Old Bailey last month, 

only to have his trial adjourned until the first week 
of July. He and his nazi comrade, Wilf Browning, pleaded 
not guilty to charges of possession of and conspiracy to 
distribute a publication and CDs likely to incite racial 
hatred. 

Sargent asked for an alteration of his bail conditions, on the 
grounds that he had moved to his family’s home in Barnet, north 
London. Local people in Harlow, Essex, were somewhat surprised 
by this claim, as he still appears to be living there. 

It is rumoured among the nazi thugs of Combat 18 and its politi- 
cal wing, the National Socialist Alliance, that Sargent will claim 
that he cannot be given a fair trial because of adverse press coverage 
of his activities. If the authorities decide to look into such an asser- 
tion, they should start their inquiries with Combat 18’s own publica- 
tions, which have discussed the case and continued to boast about 
the defendants’ criminal acts right up to the time they appeared in 


P aul David “Charlie” Sargent, the street leader of 


court last month. They cannot have it both ways; either everyone 


keeps quiet or everyone gets the same amount 
of rope to hang Sargent as he has doled out to 
himself. 

The police certainly have copies of C18’s 
publications, even if they keep them to them- 
selves. Searchlight understands that Barbara 
Mills, the Director of Public Prosecutions, 
and her staff were not amused at the 
Metropolitan Police Service’s failure to 
inform her that her name and address appear 
on a hit list in issue 5 of Stormer, a publica- 
tion produced by C18’s West London unit. 

Police visited Martin Cross, the alleged edi- 
tor of Blood and Honour magazine and a 
musician with Razor’s Edge, to arrest him for 
his part in distributing illegal C18 material. 
The officers raided him at 5.30 in the morn- 
ing and took away all his pretty party ban- 
ners. His week did not improve when he went 
on to become the first victim of a turf war 
that is breaking out between rival Blood and 
Honour factions. 

Two other key C18 activists may be about 
to face charges over activities connected with 
the distribution of death lists and bomb dia- 
grams. Growing pressure from MPs on the 
higher echelons of Britain’s criminal justice 
system appears to be bearing fruit at last. Any 
action is welcome, no matter how late in the 
day. 

The March issue of Putsch, yet another 
C18 publication, appeared with a formal 
notice to readers that this was its last issue 
but it was likely to be replaced with another 
publication in the near future. The NSA’s 
magazine, The Order, is to continue. 

C18 now appears to be making a concerted 
effort to move all its publications offshore. 
Until now moves in this direction have been a 
bit of a pretence, but the recent police raids 
have put the wind into C18’s sails. This may 
explain the large number of nazi visitors from 
the USA, France and Belgium in recent 
weeks. 

The front-page article of the final Putsch, 
headed “Call Me Paranoid’, looks as if it has 
been written by Harold Covington, the US 
nazi leader and FBI informer, who was one of 
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Ivor Sargent in Barnet, anxiously 
awaiting his son Charlie’s return. 
Right: Clearly Charlie Sargent will be 
among like-minded friends when he 
gets home 


those responsible for setting up C18 during 
his last stay in Britain in 1991-92. 

Last month’s Searchlight reported a Blood 
and Honour gig in Sargent’s home town of 
Harlow. Putsch reveals more details about the 
bands that played there: Razor’s Edge, 
Avalon and a band from America called 
Storm Section. As well as grossly inflating 
the attendance figures, Sargent makes his reg- 
ular claim that “the Reds” turned up but 
backed off at Harlow station. Searchlight 
reporters, who witnessed exactly what took 
place at the station, can assure readers that 
this is just another trip by the little fat man to 
fantasy island. Not in the realms of fantasy 
was a strong nazi Loyalist presence at the gig, 
complete with the Ulster C18 banner. 


Above: will Squadron lead a 
breakaway from C18 control? 
Left: Martin Cross 
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While Charlie Sargent poses as Napoleon (centre), who is the man to his right in 
the pale tennis shirt? 


An article in Putsch, accusing the bands 
Squadron and English Rose of being traitors 
and thieves, the same accusation made 
against Paul Burnley of No Remorse, has set 
the cat among the nazi pigeons. 

Earlier this year, British Movement, a hard- 
core nazi group descended from Colin 
Jordan’s National Socialist Movement of the 
1960s, retaliated against C18 for poaching 
many of its members over the past four years 
by playing host to a gig advertising Squadron 
and English Rose. 

Sargent was unable to do anything about 
that occasion, but when he heard that the 
bands were to play a gig in the Midlands on 2 
March, he hurried there to sort out their dif- 
ferences. Sargent, his brother, Steven, and 
their supporters arrived at the pub where the 
two bands were due to play in the nazi heart- 
land of Heanor, Derbyshire. After much 
shouting about the bands being Jewish scum 
and traitors, C18 moved in to attack the build- 
ing, only to find themselves bushwhacked. 

Martin Cross was struck in the head with a 
baseball bat and it is reported that someone 
broke both his wrists while he was on the 


C18 now appears to be making a 
concerted effort to move all its 
publications offshore. This may 
explain the large number of nazi 
visitors from the USA, France and 
Belgium in recent weeks. 


ground. His inability to type will be no great 
loss to C18, as his position as editor of Blood 
and Honour magazine was merely a cover for 
the people who really put it together. 
However music lovers everywhere will be 
pleased to forgo his rotten playing for the 
foreseeable future. 

Around 70 to 80 nazis were seen battling it 
out and C18 withdrew in some disarray. The 
word is out from London that Sargent and his 
friends are looking for blood. 

The following Saturday saw C18 back in 
the area staging their own concert in a pub 
booked by a local builder by the name of 
Mark Tooth. Around 200 nazis attended, 


including several visitors from mainland 
Europe and the USA. At least one band came 
over from Europe. 

It is now expected that Squadron, English 
Rose and Burnley will lead a breakaway from 
the C18-controlled Blood and Honour set-up. 
They may be looking for backing in the next 
issue of Resistance magazine, published in 
Detroit, USA. Until the last issue, Sargent’s 
organisation, ISD Records, was its British 
contact, but the word is circulating that 
Resistance Records and its Scandinavian 
counterpart which publishes Nordland have 
dumped C18. 

The last Putsch is not, however, concerned 
only with internal feuds. Once again it stirs 
the “leaderless resistance” pot with reports of 
racial attacks and appears to favour firebomb- 
ing as a political tactic. 

British Blood and Honour bands have con- 
tinued to play internationally. Brutal Attack 
played to 800 nazi skins in Sweden in a con- 
cert that ended in a riot and Chingford Attack 
and the new non-Burnley version of No 
Remorse have recently played in Prague in 
the Czech Republic. 

The latest issue of Storm, the magazine of 
Blood and Honour in Scotland, shows how 
closely Blood and Honour and C18 work with 
the BNP there, despite the party’s proscrip- 
tion of these organisations. Storm is published 
by Steve Cartwright, who personifies these 
links, being a C18-NSA activist, Blood and 
Honour organiser and BNP supporter. 

The magazine includes a letter from 
Charlie Sargent, using one of his many alias- 
es, and a poem from David Lane, who is serv- 
ing life for his part in the reign of terror per- 
petrated by the US nazi terror group, The 
Order, in the 1980s. 

Quotations from John Tyndall, the BNP 
leader, appear alongside the sayings of three 
other nazi and fascist losers, Hitler, Alfred 
Rosenberg and Benito Mussolini. Tyndall 
raves on about a “higher breed of people”. 
Where was he when the perfectly formed 
Aryan genes were being handed out? 
Probably away having a hair transplant. 

@ Next month Searchlight names some of 
the key string pullers behind the rather trans- 
parent Sargent smokescreen. 
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Ex-BNP gang 
targets toddlers 


he British National Party had its busiest weekend 

for a long time on 16-17 March. A seminar in the 

East Midlands for aspiring election candidates 
took place without the party’s national elections officer, 
Eddy Butler, who has fled the sinking ship, as did 
Michael Newland, the BNP’s press officer, in February. 


In Hampshire, south London BNP activists 
were busy starting work for their general 
election campaign. 

The main event of the weekend was a foot- 
ball tournament and rally held in Leeds, with 
party boss John Tyndall as the main attrac- 
tion. Teams from Yorkshire, Scotland and the 
Northwest played in the pouring rain. But the 
party’s major effort for a show of unity did 
not really come off, with only around 50 or 
60 people turning up. Even two of the adver- 
tised speakers, mad bomber Tony Lecomber 
and fiihrer-in-waiting Nick Griffin, were 
nowhere to be seen. Perhaps Tyndall can no 
longer draw the crowds. 

Many of those who did come are believed 
to be more than a little active in various 
organisations proscribed by the BNP, such as 
the nazi terror group Combat 18 and its politi- 
cal wing, the National Socialist Alliance. At 
least one key member of the nazi music set- 
up, Blood and Honour, was on hand. 

In nearby Salford the BBC’s investigative 
programme, Watchdog, has been showing 
interest in the case of tenants who bought 


their council 
flats in Salford. 
Searchlight tried 
unsuccessfully 
for two weeks to 
contact the programme’s researchers, to alert 
them to the fact that a man who had appeared 
in the local press as the hero of the campaign 
for justice for the tenants, who were sold a 
costly pup, is not all he is cracked up to be. 
Derek Summers is an active member of the 
BNP and has a background in the National 
Front and the extreme nazi British Movement 
dating back to the 1970s. He also has more 
than a passing acquaintance with the local 
courts. Who is to watch the watchdogs? 
Members of the former Oldham BNP 
branch, which defected to Combat 18 last 
year, have been seen in Asian areas of the 
town during recent disturbances. These 
“tough guys”, who love to pose with guns and 
crossbows, have not had things all their own 
way. They met more than their match when 
they tried to assault local youngsters, only to 
lose a wheel off their newly acquired battle 


Oldham’s nazi crew 


wagon. Back to the bunker for a rethink. 

Searchlight warned that this gang of nazi 
thugs, who used to be known as the Fitton 
Hill Whites in pre-C18 days, were likely to be 
up to no good. Four of them have recently 
been released after serving sentences for a 
brutal attack on a Chinese restaurant. 

This bunch of would-be Aryan resisters 
now appear to have found a target better 
matched to their physical prowess. C18 
posters showing an armed man (see cover) 
have appeared outside a local nursery school, 
where most of the children are from Asian 
families. In the wake of the horror in Dun- 
blane last month, anxious parents contacted 
Searchlight to draw our attention to what they 
saw as a potentially dangerous threat to their 
children. We hope it will not be beyond the 
power or wit of the local police to remove 
these dangerous thugs from the streets. 


Fiore brings Mussolini’s son to London 


A concert in London featuring the leading 
Italian jazz pianist Romano Mussolini was 
sponsored by a company whose owners are 
long-time fugitives from Italian justice. 
Mussolini, the son of Il Duce and father of 
Alessandra Mussolini, a leading politician in 
the fascist National Alliance, played at the 
Marriott hotel at the beginning of March. 

Meeting Point, an accommodation agency 
based in Kensington, is one of several compa- 
nies run by Roberto Fiore and Massimo 
Morsello, who were active in Italian far-right 
politics in the 1970s and early 1980s. An 
Italian court sentenced them in absentia to 
nine and ten years’ imprisonment for subver- 
sive associations and membership of an 
armed gang. The sentences were reduced on 
appeal. They continue to play an important 
role in both British and Italian fascist politics. 

The concert drew protests from a wide 
range of politicians and members of the pub- 
lic. A group of MEPs have called on their 
colleagues to boycott the hotel chain after it 
refused to stop the event going ahead. 

A small group of anti-fascists, who suc- 
ceeded in getting into the building, were 
assaulted by a goon squad of 20 well dressed 
young Italian men, wearing Armani suits with 
the addition in some cases of black shirts and 
ties and, as the protesters found to their cost, 
some highly professional coshes, with which 
the goons worked the protesters over in a 


6 Searchlight, April 1996 


most professional manner. Neither the police 
nor the hotel’s own security staff were any- 
where to be seen while this was going on. 
Two people were treated in hospital for their 
injuries. 

Paul Holborow of the Anti Nazi League 
appeared to think that his members’ action 
was a success. Having anti-fascists beaten 
senseless is not Searchlight’s idea of fun or 
politically correct activity. 

The audience, which included the obligato- 


Massimo Morsello, Fiore’s partner in 
business and politics 


ry priest and nun, was mainly middle class 
and middle aged. One much older man bore 
more than a passing resemblance to the elder- 
ly Blackshirt who attended last year’s Mosley 
dinner in London, where he was presented as 
the first Italian fascist to be interned during 
the Second World War. Diners said he had 
gone on to be a very successful London 
businessman. 

In May 1991, when anti-fascists broke up 
an attempt by the nazi League of St George to 
hold a seminar at Kensington Library, a simi- 
lar group of middle-aged, middle-class 
Italians was seen leaving the building later 
that evening, possibly drawn from the same 
pool of people who helped safe-house Italian 
terrorists on the run in Britain in the early 
1980s. But as Searchlight has said of Fiore 
and Morsello, if you have friends in MI6, all 
is possible. 

A week later Gianfranco Fini, leader of the 
National Alliance, flew into London and 
made his way to Oxford University, where he 
addressed students and academics. 

It appears that the National Union of 
Students, left groups, the Union of Jewish 
Students and black student organisations all 
failed to find out about this meeting in 
advance. In the event a handful of ANL mem- 
bers managed to protest at the door of the 
meeting, while Fini was smuggled in by a 
back entrance. 


Youth on manslaughter 
charge admits he is a racist 


Two youths have been accused of 
killing an Asian man in an unprovoked 
racist attack in Preston. One of the 
attackers admitted that he was a racist. 


Sean Pilkington, 18, and Ryan Baird, 19, 
both of Great Harwood, are on trial charged 
with the manslaughter of Mushtaq Hussain, 49. 

Gavin Duckworth, who knew the two 
defendants, went with them to a kebab shop. 
Pilkington tried to push in between two Asian 
men and when the two men left, Pilkington 
and Baird followed them outside. 

Mr Duckworth described how he saw 
Pilkington and Baird punching the two 
Asians. “I saw them kicking them in the head 
and between the legs,” he said. He saw 
Pilkington stamp on Mr Hussain’s face. 

When Mr Duckworth asked why they did 
it, Pilkington replied: “Because I am a racist”. 
Baird countered: “What is wrong, Gavin?” 

Mr Hussain died of a stroke and the question 
the jury has to decide is whether the stroke was 
caused by the violent and brutal assault. 


Reports of violence against ethnic minorities 
and mixed race couples continue to come in 
from all over the country. 


Newcastle 
Three white youths who battered Asian 
youngsters with hockey sticks face custodial 
sentences, for an attack first reported in 
Searchlight in February 1996. 

The white youths, two aged 17 and the 
third 16, climbed a fence into a tennis court at 


Bill Morris and Bob Purkiss of the Transport and General Workers Union lead a 
national demonstration on 24 February, protesting against the government's 
Asylum and Immigration Bill. More than 5,000 people marched through central 
London to a rally in Trafalgar Square. 


Gosforth High School. They seized hockey 
sticks from white children and battered Asian 
children as they tried to escape through the 
door of the tennis court. 

The Asian children were screaming as they 
were being hit and were punched by a white 
boy as they escaped from the tennis court. 
One of the Asian boys was struck as he lay on 
the ground. 

A 16-year-old Asian boy said: “One of the 
gang attacked me with a stick and tried to hit 
me across the head very hard. I put my hands 
up to protect myself and he broke my finger 
and badly bruised my hand. He also attacked 
my cousin and hit him violently four or five 
times with the hockey stick. 

“It was definitely a racist attack. The lads 
came over to attack us because we were Asian.” 

Two of the attackers admitted threatening 
behaviour and the third, too cowardly to turn up 
in court, was found guilty of actual bodily harm 
and common assault. Magistrate Helen Sherlock 
remanded the two in custody. She warned them 
that they faced custodial sentences. 

Community leaders are angry that charges 
of inciting racial hatred were dropped. 

A report has admitted that racism is a 
serious problem in Newcastle schools. A 
survey found that one in five children from 
ethnic minorities had suffered racist abuse. 
Chief education officer David Bell said: “The 
perpetrators of this harassment are almost 
exclusively young white men aged under 24”. 

The report says education has an important 
role to play and calls on schools to adopt 
policies to combat racism in the near future. 


Leicester 
Asian families on the St Mathews estate have 
faced a race hate campaign by youths. Up to 
30 families have asked to be rehoused. 
Councillor Abdul Osman reported that 
Asian families have had rocks thrown at their 
homes and faced threatening phone calls. He 
said: “Women are too scared to venture out in 
the daytime, children are kept indoors and not 
allowed to play in the street for fear of attack 
and young men can’t walk alone through the 
estate without being threatened with violence.” 
In one case a house was broken into and 
racist graffiti sprayed on the dining room walls. 
Councillor Osman has written to the Chief 
Constable, asking that plain clothes Asian 
officers be used as decoys to catch the racists. 
A police spokesperson said: “We address 
such issues very seriously”. 


Coventry 

One hundred and eighteen cases of racial 
harassment were reported in Coventry last 
year. Coventry Racial Equality Council said 
that the great majority of attacks, 51 per cent, 
were on Asians, while 19 per cent were on 
Afro Caribbeans. Reported racial harassment 
in 1995 was a third higher than in 1994. 

One in five of the attacks, 21 per cent, were 
on white people. In most cases the victims 
were parents of mixed race children or had 
black partners. 

Maxine Hayles, director of the Birmingham 
Racial Attacks Monitoring Unit, said that 
white people were usually attacked because of 
their association with black people. “They 
might be victims of racial attacks because they 
have a black girlfriend or boyfriend or mixed 
race children. That is quite common.” 

In 84 per cent of cases the attackers were 
white. Some 45 per cent of incidents happen 
in the home and 33 per cent on the street. 


Oldham 


A 74-year-old Ukrainian man died after being 
taunted by racists. Michael Czytajlo, from 
Oldham, ran outside his house after yobs 
shouted abuse and smashed a bottle on his 
path. He died of a heart attack. 

Mr Czytajlo was forced to carry out farm 
labour for the Nazis during the war. His wife, 
Dusia, 69, escaped from a German 
concentration camp. After the war the couple 
moved to Britain, where they were welcomed. 

Over the past two years the couple have been 
victims of a race hate campaign by local youths. 
The youths cursed them as “foreign scum”, 
trampled the garden, banged on windows and 
threw snowballs at the house. Complaints to 


Continued, column I, page 8 


Searchlight, April 1996 7 


Manslaughter racist 


Continued from page 7 


parents and the police had no effect. 

Mrs Czytajlo said: “We went through hell 
at the hands of the Nazis only to be put 
through hell again by these English yobs. 
They called us dirty foreigners and tried to 
ruin our home. Michael was a good man. 
They taunted him to death.” 

Four youths aged 15 and 16 have been 
questioned on suspicion of affray. Police said 
they were “unaware” of previous complaints. 


South London 


Women are responsible for an increasing 
number of racist attacks in Southwark, south 
London. Female thugs now carry out almost a 
quarter of racist attacks. 

Last year there was a total of 235 incidents 
involving 508 victims. Two thirds of the 
attacks were verbal, 29 per cent physical 
assaults, and damage to property accounted 
for 16 per cent. The great majority of the 
victims — 84 per cent — were council tenants. 

The increase in attacks by women may be 
due to a rise in the number of female single 
parent families. Haroon Saad, head of 
Southwark Equalities Unit, said there was 
only anecdotal evidence for the reasons 
behind the rising attacks. “It is suggested this 
is because of an increase in girl gangs and 
single mothers becoming council tenants.” 

The worst area for attacks was Rotherhithe. 


Bath 


A firebomb attack on the home of a mixed 
race couple in Combe Down destroyed the 
garage and a car inside it. A few days earlier, 
Aree Stone, who is Asian, had been warned 
that her house would be burned down. 
Nicholas Stone said his family had suffered 
from constant racial abuse. 

Other black and Asian people have also 
complained of _ racial abuse and 
discrimination. Roy Brown, who came to 
Bath in the 1960s, said: “When you look 
around Bath you do not see people like me 
who are black working behind shop counters. 
It is a shame but I think it is just the sort of 
conservative people that Bath consists of. 
There is a lack of empathy for ethnic 
minorities.” 

Bath Racial Equality Council has called on 
the new Bath and North East Somerset 
Council to take action against racial 
discrimination. 

Last year, 36 cases of racial abuse were 
reported to the police, but this is thought to be 
the tip of the iceberg. The Race Equality 
Council dealt with 100 complaints. 


Southampton 

Three Asian teenagers were sprayed with CS 
gas in a racist attack which temporarily 
blinded them. 

The attack, by two white youths, took place 
as the Asians sat in a car. Roshan Bhatti 
described what happened: “They smashed a 
window and shouted racist remarks at us before 
spraying the gas into my car. All three of us 
could see nothing.” One of the attackers also 
punched Roshan’s cousin, Prithtal, in the face. 

Roshan, his brother Jazz, 18, and Prithtal, 
18, were treated at Southampton General 
Hospital. 
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Call to tackle 
police prejudice 


An official report has found that sexist 
and racist’ attitudes re _ still 
commonplace among police officers. In 
response, the Commission for Racial 
Equality has produced a_ detailed 
programme for action, to take equal 
opportunities beyond “tokenism”’. 


The report, by HM _ Inspectorate of 
Constabulary, was based on a study of 13 
forces. It found that racism and sexism often 
go unchallenged by colleagues and senior 
officers. 

In a prejudiced male “canteen culture”, 
reports of oppressive bullying are rising. 
There were many stories of harassment and 
discrimination against civilian staff. The 
Inspectorate said: “There was evidence of 
continuing high levels of racist and sexist 
banter, perhaps more covert and subtle than 
before, but no less destructive.” 

Black officers and female officers had no 
confidence in the official complaints system. 
“Many felt that anyone who raised issues 
would be denigrated, ignored or dealt with 
inappropriately,” the report continued. 

Black and Asian communities are still 
underrepresented in the police force. Nowhere 
in Britain does the police force reflect the 
ethnic diversity of the community served. 

In England and Wales, ethnic minority 
officers consist of 1.7 per cent of all officers, 
although people from ethnic minorities make 
up 5.2 per cent of the economically active 
population. In Scotland the figures are 0.2 per 
cent and 1.0 per cent respectively. The most 
senior black officer in England and Wales is a 
chief superintendent and in Scotland an 
inspector. 

In England and Wales female officers 
comprise 23 per cent of the force. The first 
female chief constable was appointed last 
year. However, Sarah Locker, the officer who 
received £32,500 in a racial and sexual 
discrimination claim against the Metropolitan 


Police in 1993, was forced to retire on 
medical grounds. She said that when she 
returned to work she was shunned by 
colleagues and described as “the most hated 
woman in the Met”. 

The new CRE guide, Race and Equal 
Opportunities in the Police Service, gives a 
detailed programme for implementing an 
effective equal opportunities policy. The clear 
benefits from such a policy include a police 
force that is more effective because it has 
community support and a __ better 
understanding of the community. The 
continuing costs of failing to implement the 
policy include low staff morale and a lack of 
credibility in the community. 

This is a practical guide, with checklists for 
equal opportunity action plans for training, 
monitoring and publicity. “Action Checklist 
6”, for example, contains: “Include the 
force’s equal opportunity objectives and 
performance indicators for employment and 
service delivery in local policing plans. 
Publish these and the progress made towards 
achieving them in the annual report. Plans 
should be developed in consultation with all 
sections of the local community.” 

However, the recommendations are only 
what a good employer should be doing 
anyway. Serious doubts must remain about 
the effectiveness of such a policy in dealing 
with the bigoted “canteen culture”. 

Perhaps such an approach can erode 
entrenched attitudes over a period. In any 
case the guide does provide an essential 
starting point. Chief Constables have no 
excuse for not implementing these 
recommendations. 

M Hundreds of people marched through 
Manchester on 9 March to protest at alleged 
police brutality. 

Amer Rafiq, 21, lost an eye after being 
arrested by three police officers. Protesters 
called for the suspension of the three officers 
concerned. 


Above: Rodney Bickerstaff, Associate General Secretary of UNISON, joins hospital workers 
demonstrating against the Asylum and Immigration Bill on 24 February. 

Left: the demonstration received strong support from trade unions, churches and dozens of 
black organisations 


A new campaign against racism in 
football has appealed to supporters to 
banish racism from stadiums in the 
run-up to the European Champion- 
ships in the summer. 


The Advisory Group Against Racism and 
Intimidation (AGARI) launched its campaign 
on 7 February at Birmingham City Football 
Club. The group has the support of the 
Commission for Racial Equality, the Football 


Association, the Football Supporters’ 
Association and the Premier League. 

Its aim is to end racial abuse and chanting 
during matches. It is also concerned about 
right-wing groups targeting football in order 
to recruit new members and gain publicity. 

AGARI hopes to encourage more people 
from ethnic minorities to go to football 
matches by distributing free tickets to games. 
The group has also asked clubs to print 
supportive articles in match programmes. 


McDonald's turns away Asians 


Three Asian businessmen were refused service in a McDonald’s restaurant in Bolton. 
The men are considering legal action under the Race Relations Act. 

One of them described what happened: ““We were queuing to be served but when it 
came to my turn I was refused service. I was shocked and asked to speak to the 


manager.” 


He said an assistant made a racist remark. Eventually, after the police had been called, 


the manager said it had all been a misunderstanding and offered to apologise. 

A spokesman for McDonald’s said they refused to accept that a racist comment was 
made. He said there had earlier been trouble with Asian youths and it was a case of 
“mistaken identity”. 

Apparently McDonald’s staff in Bolton are unable to distinguish between rowdy 
youths and businessmen, one of whom was aged 29, and the other two 23. Perhaps all 
Asians look the same to them. 


@Foop CHEAT FINED _ 

A man who racially abused staff and 

refused to pay in an Asian restaurant 

has been fined £100 with £40 costs. — 
Richard Hole, 48, of Townhill, South 

Wales, boasted to police that any fine 


would be less than the cost of the meal. - 


Hole, a builder, admitted a charge of 


threatening and abusive behaviour. | 
(South Wales Evening Post 27.2.96) 


Daily Mail — : 
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On the 8th February Merton Council “bulldozed” through planning permission for the huge 
Ahmadiyya Mosque in the face of massive opposition from Morden residents. Moslem 
supporters of the application mocked and giggled at the few local people who were permitted to 
attend the Planning Sub-Committee circus. These Moslems knew in advance that the 
councillors would give permission to a scheme that would give no employment to local people, 
create traffic grid-lock and radically change the ethnic make-up of the area - rejoicing in the 
creation of a multi-racial society which has nothing in common with traditional Britain. The 
Labour Council knows it has two years to wait for the next local election and is relying on the 
indifference of voters, whom it despises; and seeks the support of Moslems imported into 
Morden, as they will have to live near the Mosque. 

For years British Nationalists have warned people of the increasing dangers of voting for 
"mainstream" parties, who have a hidden agenda. The Tories are happy to sit back and let 
Labour lunatics take the flack - the Government wants large scale immigration to continue in 
order to reduce Britain to a Third World country where most people work long hours for low pay - 
they are proving very successful at their task. In order to undermine and crush opposition they 
encourage media hysteria about "Nazis": constantly dwelling on the totally irrelevant events of 
German history, and have enacted a series of Race and Public Order Acts to destroy the 
traditional right to free speech. Their hypocrisy is proved by their opposition to repatriation of 
non-whites who wish to leave Britain. The Liberal Democrats likewise are fanatical in their 
support of “asylum seekers" - nearly all of whom are just immigrants seeking an easier life and 
Liberals similarly despise ordinary British people. 

We therefore ask you to give very serious consideration to supporting the British 
National Party. We are the only party that opposes the creeping Stalinism of political 
correctness and demands a return to a traditional British society 

On two occasions residents have been asked for their views about the Mosque - through 
a telephone vote and at a public meeting, and on both occasions they expressed overwhelming 
opposition. It appears that the Labour Council have undercover policies for Morden; in other 
parts of the country planning permission has also been granted for similar schemes in spite of 
public opposition. Why didn't the Councillors have the courage to come out and face Morden 
residents after they gave permission for the scheme? If they really are as confident as they claim 
they should resign immediately and seek re-election. 

In the next General Election, and in any local election, local residents will be able to vote 
for the B.N.P. and express their hostility to the Council's act of betrayal in the most effective way. 


COUNCIL BETRAYAL OF LOCAL RESIDENTS 
YOUR WORST NIGHTMARE - 


Printed & Published by Surrey B.N.P., P.O.Box 301, Carshalton, Surrey SMS 4QW 


As reported in last month’s Searchlight, the British National 
Party’s only potentially viable local campaigns are those in 
Merton and Tower Hamlets against the building of local 
mosques. However, in the Beckton area of Tower Hamlets, 
the BNP has admitted, in an internal note to members and 
supporters (below), that it has been unsuccessful in getting 
its race hate line across. The BNP faces a united front 
encompassing Newham Monitoring Project, teachers, 
council and community workers’ and _ religious 
organisations. 

In Merton the BNP has been bringing in supporters 
from across a wide area of London to boost its efforts 
and has produced at least one reasonable looking leaflet 
(above). But the BNP has lost most of its head start in the 
campaign, which arose from the _ local council's 
mishandling of the project and its planning permission, 
because local people are not prepared to make common 
cause with the party’s nazi activists. 

The main driving force of the campaign, Paul Ballard, a 
middle-aged nazi from Carshalton of hippy appearance, 
will have trouble driving anything, after his recent 
conviction for drunk driving, for which he was banned 
from driving for a year and fined £250 plus £40 costs. 


BECKTON MOS @UE UPDATE 

Fellow Patriots, 

At the last Beckton Area Team meeting we were unsuccessful in 
putting our point across. The reason for this is the 
infiltration, in large numbers, of the extreme left (SWP, 
Newham Monitoring Project, ‘teachers’, council officiais, 
community workers and auiti faith/no faith christians. 


It is important that large numbers of US attend the next 
meeting to restore confidence in local residents. 

The location is ST. MARKS COMMUNITY CENTRE TOLLGATE RD. 
BECKTON K6. ON THURSDAY 7TH AT 7.15 PM 

For Race and Nation, Pauline Davis. 


Beckton BNP telephone enquiries:-0421 389158 
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Police apologise to Gypsies 


Leicestershire Police have apologised over anti-Gypsy 
comments made by one of their officers. 

Police Constable Bill Joy had spoken to the local 
paper about Gypsies camped on a Hinckley car park. 
He had claimed: “The arrival of so many Gypsies is not 
just a worry for the police but for local traders and 
business. This is a time of year where traders are 
hoping to sell a few more goods than usual, not have 
them taken.” 

Leicestershire Anti-Fascist Alliance wrote to the 
Chief Constable, demanding an apology for the 
unfounded allegation that the Gypsies were thieves. 
They pointed out that the local paper, The Hinckley 
Times, said that no thefts could be attributed to the 
Gypsies. 

in reply, Commander Granger, of the Local Policing 
Unit in Hinckley, apologised for the attitude expressed 
by PC Joy and said the police took pride in their 
reputation for fair treatment of all sections of the 
community. 

However he referred to the Gypsies as “travellers” 
and blamed them for litter left in the car park and for 
the cost of legal fees for their eviction. 

As Leicestershire AFA points out, the Gypsies were 
only in the car park because of the lack of local 
authority sites. As far as rubbish is concerned, the 
Gypsies asked for a skip to be provided at their own 
expense, but this was refused. 


Royal Marines shamed XSYSiNEIE: 


The Royal Marines stand accused of 
deep-seated racist attitudes and 
behaviour, following the mistreatment 
of a black Marine. 


Mark Parchment, 27, a former Marine, is 
claiming substantial compensation from the 
Ministry of Defence and has threatened to 
take his case to the European Court of Human 
Rights. 

The abuse began in training. It went way 
beyond the normal rough words a serviceman 
or woman might expect from a drill sergeant. 

When Mr Parchment arrived at the 
Commando training centre at Lympstone, 
Devon, his section commander told him that 
from now on his name was to be “Badingi”’. 

He was given a spear as his “personal 
weapon”. “I had to clean the spear every day, 
take it on exercise and even carry it into the 
cookhouse,” he said. “I did eventually receive a 
rifle but even then I still had to carry the spear.” 

He was also racially abused by most of his 
instructors. One of them even refused to use 
“Badingi” and called him “black bastard”. 

Mr Parchment, through the strength of his 
personality, completed the nine months’ training 
and was posted to Zulu Company of 45 
Commando in Arbroath, Scotland. He was 
warned that he would be “initiated” into the unit. 

One night eight drunken members of his 
barracks came into his room and punched and 
kicked him. He was told: “This is what we do 
to niggers who try and become Marines.” 

They attempted to shave his genitals and 
head and tipped a bucket of urine over him. 
Mr Parchment said: “Eventually they got 
bored. But they had broken me. After that I 
was finished with the Royal Marines.” He 


went absent without leave and was 
discharged as “no longer required”. 

Mr Parchment said: “I haven’t worked 
since and feel as though I can no longer trust 
anyone. It is very difficult to describe what it 
is like when someone takes away the most 
important thing in your life just because you 
are a different colour.” 

The Royal Military Police carried out an 
investigation into his complaints but no 
charges were brought. 

A spokesperson for the Commission for 

Racial Equality pointed out: “It is no wonder 
the Services have a problem recruiting blacks 
and Asians”. 
@ A black sailor has been cleared on charges 
of assault. Petty officer Everton Brome, 39, 
was accused of attacking radio supervisor 
David Sweeney. 

PO Brome said Sweeney attacked him after 
taunting him with a Union Jack. He said he 
was forced to hit Sweeney with a chair to 
defend himself. 

Brome said he had suffered racist abuse, both 
verbal and physical, throughout his 21 years’ 
navy service. He maintained that the abuse 
came from a particular section on board ship. 

His wife Cheryl had also suffered from 
navy racism. “I can remember us turning up 
at mess barbecues and sitting there with my 
husband and our three children all on our 
own,” she explained. “No one would come 
over and speak to us. Sometimes we would 
find the word ‘nigger’ on our car and often 
the phone would ring but there would be no 
one at the other end of the line.” 

Only one per cent of sailors in the Royal 
Navy are black, compared with two per cent 
of soldiers in the British Army. 


“@RACIAL EQUALITY ‘COUNCIL. 


FIREBOMBED > 


Southampton REC suffered as 
attack on 15 February. The fi ised 
_ extensive damage, but prompt action y the 
fire a 

Ba 


pt 
“Those responsible for this racist attack 


need not imagine that they will in any 
way hinder the SREC in its work of 
defending the rights of black people 2 nd 
in promoting equality of opportunity for 
all in our society.” 

He said the parish of Southampton 
City Centre was “deeply troubled” by 
attacks on people of colour inv their 
homes and workplaces. — 
(Southern Daily Echo 27.2.96) 


@ YOUTHS ATTACK WHITES 
A gang of Asian youths in Peterborough | 
is thought to have carried out about 30 
attacks, mostly on white victims. The 
attacks by the 20-strong gang have 
included beatings and robberies. 

Five teenagers were arrested in 
connection with one of the attacks, but 
four were released without charge. _ 

Asian community leaders have 
expressed their concern and the issue was 
due to be discussed at the next meeting of 
Peterborough Racial Equality Council. 

Labour county councillor Ansar Ali 


said investigations were taking place in 


the community to find out what had 
been going on. 
(Peterborough Evening Telegraph 23. 2.96) 


Hospital workers and their supporters marched through Hillingdon, west London, in a protest against low pay on 17 
February. The 56 staff, mostly Asian women, have been on strike since October 1995 in a dispute over pay and conditions 
with Pall Mall, the company contracted to provide cleaning and catering services to Hillingdon Hospital. Strikers picketing 
the hospital have suffered racial abuse and stone throwing by thugs in passing cars. The women believe they have been 
targeted by the British National Party. Racist graffiti have appeared on fences in the hospital grounds 
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Secret nazi 
conferences 
at Blackpool 


hotel 


ohn Tyndall, the British National 

Party boss, has so far always suc- 

ceeded in keeping secret the loca- 
tion of his twice-yearly regional offi- 
cers’ meetings, despite the fact that his 
organisation leaks like a sieve. 


Searchlight can now reveal the name and 
address of the hotel where the meetings take 
place and expose the man who owns and runs 
it, while posing as a local businessman con- 
cerned about law and order. 

Last month Searchlight published a photo- 
graph of the BNP’s regional officers’ meeting 
on 13 January this year. We now know that it 
was taken inside the Seaforth Hotel in 
Blackpool. Any connection between this 
information coming into our hands and the 
recent departure from the BNP of two leading 
officers, Michael Newland, the party’s press 
officer, and Eddy Butler, its national elections 
officer, might be viewed as purely coinciden- 
tal. 

The hotel, at 18 Lonsdale Road, South 


BNP nazi’s 
mindless 
violence 


Chad Williams, the Loyalist and British 
National Party recidivist criminal from 
Blackpool, has appeared before the local 
court again. This time he is accused of 
wounding 18-year-old Richard Taylor 
with intent to cause him actual bodily 
harm. He was due in court again late last 
month. 

Williams, also aged 18, was convicted 
with his Scottish Loyalist and BNP 
activist stepfather, Gordon, in October 
1994 for taking part in an attack on a 
group of Omani airmen, who were train- 
ing in the area. He was also convicted of 
burglary and was sentenced to two years’ 
youth custody. It was Williams who 
revealed that the gang that carried out the 
racist attack consisted of BNP members. 

In the latest case, the court heard that 
Williams had attacked his victim for no 
apparent reason, stabbing him twice in the 
face. 
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Shore, Blackpool, 
has been run for 
several years by 
Alan G Machin, a 
former Blackpool 
bus inspector, 
who stood as a 
National Front 
candidate for 
Blackpool South 
in 1979. During his election 
campaign he claimed that 
the NF’s policies were “jus- 
tified by the Book of 
Deuteronomy”, an odd 
statement for a member of 
an antisemitic party. 

Machin was joined in the 
campaign by Alvin Hanson, 
who stood for Blackpool 
North. A local small busi- 
nessman, Hanson moved on 
to better things and two 
years ago was chair of the 
Claremont ward 
Conservative Association in 
Blackpool. Hanson used to 
advertise his plastering 
business in Northern 
Forum, the newsletter of the 
NF’s Blackpool and Fylde 


All comforts for nazis at Machin’s establishment 
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Machin (centre) at a local hoteliers’ dinner. Other participants would probably 
have been horrified had they known of Machin’s unsavoury political views 


Machin, in striped T-shirt, trying to 
launch a law and order campaign 
among local hoteliers at the Lonsdale 
Road car park near his hotel 


branch, which was printed and published 
from his Poulton Road address. 

While Machin allows his hotel to host 
meetings of convicted terrorists, such as the 
bomber Tony Lecomber, and men with con- 
victions for violence, he has hypocritically 
been canvassing his fellow hoteliers in an 
attempt to get a local law and order campaign 
off the ground. Although he turns up at func- 
tions held by the local Hoteliers’ Association, 
he appears not to be a member. 

Machin, who is registered as a member of 
the English Tourist Board, has strangely tar- 
geted a local police officer for much of his 
venom. It may be another coincidence that 
this officer, Inspector Ted Rhodes, is in 
charge of investigating the activities of 
Combat 18 in the area. 

The BNP’s secret conferences at the 
Seaforth Hotel are generally followed by a 
social event for local BNP activists, laid on 
by Machin. 

Very few BNP graffiti or stickers appear in 
Blackpool, but since Machin’s latest visit by 
the BNP top brass, a number of crudely 
homophobic stickers have appeared around 
the Lonsdale Road coach and car park. This 
is the very place that Machin has claimed in 
his letters to the press is a target for criminals. 
Does he mean the ones who stay at his hotel? 

In November last year Machin was report- 
ed as attending the BNP’s annual party day in 
London. Guest speaker at that meeting was 
William Pierce, a leading US nazi, author of 
The Turner Diaries and inventor of the nazi 
murder group, The Order. 

Searchlight expects the local council will 
start to show an interest in the goings-on at 
the Seaforth Hotel and their possible connec- 
tion with individuals who do not practise law 
and order in Blackpool. 
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Spawning ground for nazis 


lackpool is one of Britain’s most pop- 
B ular seaside resorts. It also seems to 

hold an attraction for nazis. Last year 
Searchlight, with the help of local anti-fascist 
activists, reported exclusively on a weekend 
of activities in the town by the nazi terror 
group, Combat 18, and its political wing, the 
National Socialist Alliance. 

Several nazis hail from this part of the 
country. They include Graham Williamson, 
Patrick Harrington’s deputy in the tiny third 
positionist Third Way group, who now lives 
in east London. Ian Stuart Donaldson, the 
main creator and leader of the Blood and 
Honour movement until his death nearly three 
years ago, came from Blackpool, as well as 
several others. 

The Fylde coast is not only popular with 
nazis such as the Combat 18 street leader 
Charlie Sargent and his activists, it is also an 
elephants’ graveyard for old and retired nazis 
who still wish to keep their hand in, as well as 
several younger fascists and nazis. 

Douglas Harrison, one of the League of St 
George’s leading lights in the 1970s and 
1980s, lives in Southport between periods in 
Spain. Harrison fronts the T S Lawrence of 
Arabia Society, one of a number of smoke- 
screen operations run by the low profile elite 
nazi League of St George these days. 

Another crankier figure is Gerald Gillett, 
now aged 71, who was arrested in 1991 in 
Lytham St Anne’s wearing full SS uniform 
and later made the national press when he 
painted a large swastika on a wall he had built 
near Ansdell railway station. 

In the same year he was fined for daubing 
the words “Good luck Saddam Hussein” on 
the wall. His latest effort declares “Why let 


Nontiern 
Forum 


By ALVIN HANSON 


S 
PROTECT BRITISH 
FISHING INTERESTS 


TN EXCESS OF 220 PEOPLE, MAINLY LOCAL MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS OF THE NATIONAL 


FRONT DEMONSTRATED IN FLEETWOOD IN SUPPORT OF THE FISHING INDUSTRY ON SUNDAY 


the Americans tell us about English history? 
Stop pissing about, Major, and declare war on 
the Irish bastards.” 

Early last month a local court heard that 
Gillett had engaged in daubing and criminal 
damage for the past 30 years. He had some- 
times defended himself by saying that the 
wall he defaced was owned by him and so he 
could write what he liked on it. As the wall 
was on public view, the courts still deemed 
his efforts offensive and illegal. 

He told the court that he had been impris- 
oned and fined in the past over an ongoing 
dispute over the ownership of the wall. 
The magistrates adjourned sentencing him 
until late March, bailing him on condition 
that he observed a midnight to 7.00am 
curfew. 

Another nazi nutter surfaced in a smart area 
of Blackpool recently. Stephen Redfern, 35, 
of Montpelier Avenue, Bispham appeared 
before magistrates after being arrested for 
making abusive and anti-Jewish telephone 
calls to a local man. 

The court at Lytham heard that Redfern, 
who was described as a history student, had 
been going out with a fellow student and 
started phoning her home when she dropped 
him, speaking to her brother. On one occasion 
he made ten hate calls in 30 minutes. 

When interviewed by police Redfern told 
them: “The voice of Adolf Hitler told me to 
make the calls”. The police said they had 
found books on nazi Germany at his home. 
His lawyer claimed he was depressed at the 
time he made the calls. He admitted two 
charges of making nuisance calls and was 
given an 18-month conditional discharge and 
charged £50 costs. 


Hanson’s Northern 
Forum, which bore 
his home address. 
Published in 
support of the 
National Front, it 
was largely a 
personal political 
platform for 
Hanson 


LETTER 
Dear Patriot’, 

The Politicians have got 
alot to answer for. They 
have, between them, dug 
Britain's grave. ‘Thatcher, 
not too long ago, chose 
the slogan "Labour isn't 
Working" to discribe 
Labour's failure to 
reduce massive dole 
queues. Now with Mrs. T. 
at the helm the situation 
is more obscene. For 
Blackpool's 1 in 5 Job- 
less the future is bleak. 
I now realise, support 
for Labour or Tory is 
the behaviour of a 
lunatic or 8 masochist. 


"Jobless", 
Tyndale Rd. 


LACKPOOL DOLE OFFICE 


If you have any grievances 
or problems with the Council 
or comment on our publication, 
please write to: The Patriot, 
c/o 126, Poulton Rd, Blackpool. 
(Setters will be published if 
requested). 


Printed & Published by Layton & Park Patriot, c/o 126, Poulton 
Road, Blackpool, 


This letter in one of Hanson’s leaflets 
must have proved embarrassing when 
Hanson became chair of the local 
Conservative branch 
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his article does not claim to be 

a definitive piece, but merely 

an attempt to draw on the per- 
sonal knowledge and experience of 
being a disabled person whose impair- 
ments are not genetically derived, but 
who wishes to protect disabled people 
whether such people were born dis- 
abled, have become disabled or might 
become disabled, in a time when the 
whole concept of quality of life is being 
debated and threatened. 


Ever since people conceived the idea of the 
existence of “genes” and, later, worked on 
genetic properties for determining the onset 
of some human traits, scientists and the medi- 
cal profession have made a_ constant 
onslaught on human diversity, by defining 
and selecting certain groups within society as 
“problems” who require either a cure or care, 
or, in extreme circumstances, “elimination”. 
For instance, those who neglect to take into 
account social and environmental influences 
on society may well regard as desirable the 
abortion of foetuses who are perceived to be 
defective.'! Towards this end, in the field of 
molecular biology, research has been directed 
into a wide range of diagnostic tests, search- 
ing for any signs of abnormalities within the 
foetus. As more and more tests become tech- 
nically possible, these tests become frequent- 
ly demanded, and used with little debate on 
the implications of their implementation.” 

One important question which needs to be 
put to those who spend vast sums of money 
on such research is how valid is this expendi- 
ture, when such funds could possibly be put 
towards projects which could improve the 
social and environmental conditions in which 
people now live. Such a belief in the overall 
good of science appears to be the product of 
developed industrial societies”. 

With great knowledge at their disposal, it is 
tempting for scientists to play God. The study 
of science, of which medicine is a branch, is 
primarily concerned with the exploration and 
definition of allegedly tangible physical prop- 
erties, not with the thoughts and feelings of 
people. Therefore it is imperative that the 
public should not be bamboozled by either 
the scientists themselves or by their own rev- 
erence for scientific language, into choosing 
genetic services as a matter of course. 

Although parents are led to believe that 
their views are regarded as essential when 
genetic counselling is offered, and that they 
have the power to decide whether to make 
use of screening, frequently pressures of a 
less obvious nature are put upon them. Such 
services are there to be used and if a mother 
chooses to disregard the opportunities for 
diagnostic screening, or even the possibilities 
of an abortion, she could be labelled as irre- 
sponsible. Indeed, where a woman has learn- 
ing difficulties, in the past there would have 
been no choice whether to become pregnant 
or not, the decision would be made for her by 
the medical profession, who would have pro- 
vided sterilisation for her as a matter of 
course (QED Family Special January 1995). 
This argument against the denial of self-deter- 
mination would appear to be supported by the 
document produced for the 1994 European 
Day of Disabled Persons. 

It can be argued, and this is supported by 
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DIVIDE 


OR RULE 


by Jonathan Mark Wood 


One of the driving forces of national socialism is an abnormal, and at 
times psychotic, hatred of people who do not measure up to the nazis’ 
view of humankind. Not only do they seek to breed what they see as a 
superior race by destroying ethnic and racial groups, such as Jews, 
Gypsies and black people, they also want to do away with those in their 
own race, born or unborn, who do not measure up to their imposed 


criteria. 


Searchlight does not necessarily agree with all the views expressed in 
this article, written by a severely disabled university student, but we 
have printed it in the interests of promoting debate within the anti- 
fascist movement on this important subject, which is often ignored. 


the World Health Organisation, that not all 
difficulties which disabled people face can be 
removed by social initiatives. These may help 
to remove barriers, whether they be physical 
or attitudinal, which inhibit those who are 
perceived to be in any way psychologically, 
mentally or physically deviant; that is not 
conforming to a narrow interpretation of nor- 
mality. The eugenics movement not only rais- 
es important questions for the lives and legiti- 
macy of disabled people, but it also produces 
potential problems for those who at present 
are thought to fit within the narrow confines 


criminal behaviour or to alcohol addiction. 
Since the spread of genetic knowledge to 
everyone, it is now recognised that all 
humans have within their bodies some abnor- 
mal genes. Surely therefore those who lead 
others towards a goal of supposed bodily per- 
fection are aiming themselves for the impos- 
sible at the same time as causing a large 
degree of public panic. Baldly speaking, there 
are two truths only — that we are all different, 
and that we are all at some stage going to die. 
It is worrying that since 1984, arising from 
the findings of the Warnock Committee, the 


Eugenic thinking and subsequent practice were prevalent long before 
the Nazis adopted them. America adopted more extreme eugenic edicts 
than those pursued by Hitler’s regime. In the USA, in the period just 
before the Second World War, about 100,000 Americans were sterilised, 
because they had low IQs, mental illness, poor economic circumstances 
or epilepsy, or even because they had a tendency to criminal behaviour 


or to alcohol addiction 


of bodily perfection. According to Malone, 
who explains how a theory that was once 
derided now appears to be a medical break- 
through, it is likely that there will come a day 
when a person will be able to discover when 
he or she is programmed for death and what 
the cause or causes of irretrievable bodily 
breakdown will be. 

Eugenic thinking and subsequent practice 
were prevalent long before the Nazis adopted 
them. Even in the early 1900s in so-called 
civilised Western democracies they were 
found. For example, America had adopted 
more extreme eugenic edicts than those pur- 
sued by Hitler’s regime. In the USA, in the 
period just before the Second World War, 
about 100,000 Americans were sterilised. 
Reasons given in justification were that those 
who were operated upon had low IQs, mental 
illness, poor economic circumstances or 
epilepsy, or even that they had a tendency to 


British government has condoned in vitro fer- 
tilisation (IVF) for childless couples at the 
same time as it is encouraging genetic 
research. It is tempting to believe that they 
wish to discourage the births of babies who 
will add further costs to the already stretched 
public purse. It also seems possible that the 
government’s policy on IVF for childless 
couples is largely determined by the fact that 
most couples who wish for a child or more 
children are middle-class salaried persons. 
Possibly the politicians desire the goodwill 
and therefore the votes of such people. 

In the western world, scientific emphasis 
on the search for perfection, adopted so readi- 
ly by the media emphasising the areas of dys- 
function for disabled people, has encouraged 
the idea that disabled people as a group are 
different to their peers. This idea, in turn, 
leads to the exclusion and the stigmatisation 
of disabled people from society. 


¥ 


Above: Disabled people protest out- 
side Parliament on 7 November last 
year, against government policy 
towards disabled people and increas- 
ing attacks on them by political 
extremists. Right: An example of the 
quasi scientific rubbish that circulates 
in far-right groups, written by one of 
the world’s wealthiest and most 
influential exponents of racial purity 


As long as disabled people are perceived to 
deviate from a narrow media-reinforced stan- 
dard of physical, intellectual and psychologi- 
cal acceptability, many people will see dis- 
ability as a personal tragedy. The view is fre- 
quently taken that it is better to be dead that 
to be disabled in any way. Examples of how 
this view can affect the outcome of court 
cases are given in Life, Death and Rights 
(1994). In July 1994 a father of two who had 
tried to kill his recently born son, who had 
Downs syndrome, received a 15-month 
prison sentence suspended for two years. It is 
unlikely that the court would have dealt as 
leniently with him had his son not had Downs 
syndrome. In defence of the father, evidence 
was produced that doctors informing the par- 
ents of their baby’s disability had handled the 
situation in a very clumsy fashion and that no 
counselling was given to the father that might 
have encouraged him to view his baby’s 
future in a more positive light. 

Because there are few positive images of 
disabled people shown by the media, positive 
thoughts towards the lives of disabled people 
are not encouraged within the mass of the dis- 
abled population. In the current climate of 
interest in genetics, and the search for “per- 
fection”, any person not conforming to the 
perceived norm is at risk from the practice of 
eugenics, whether it be disguised under the 
term of euthanasia or that of termination. 

Some attempts are being made to balance 
the false image of disabled people that the 
public is receiving. More disabled people are 
appearing on television and radio, in play par- 
ticularly, but few demonstrating that there are 
role models for the young disabled to follow. 
However, even this attempt to bring disabled 
models into mainstream campaigns has risks. 
The models will still have to conform to the 
current “normal” interpretation of beauty. 

Disabled people can feel seriously under- 


BLOOD GROUPS 
& RACE 


by Roger Pearson, M.Sc.(Econ 


mined by laws that are intended to give addi- 
tional rights to women. One such law now 
permits the abortion of any foetus that 


appears seriously physically disabled or 
which appears to be likely to have learning 
difficulties, right up until the time of birth. 
This is replacing previous legislation which 
did not permit abortions after 24 weeds, at 
which time the foetus was considered to be 
viable outside the womb. Amendments which 
would have obliged doctors to be bound to 
preserve life after this 24-week period of ges- 
tation were defeated in the House of Lords, 
despite attempts made within that chamber by 
many who did not usually support the anti- 
abortion lobby, to pass these amendments. 
When discussing emotive issues it should 
be remembered that the emotions felt by dis- 
abled people are not in any way different 
from those felt by any other people. However 
there are occasions when a subjective opinion 
can be of great assistance towards under- 
standing how the feelings of a minority group 
can be affected by a piece of legislation, even 
acknowledging that these feelings may vary. 
A disabled person may say that even if all the 
social barriers were removed he might still 
wish to walk; similarly, a blind person might 
wish to see a flower. Neither of these wishes 
casts particular doubt on the fact that both 


these people may be quite happy with their 
lives for most of the time. Everyone has a 
tendency, on occasions, to wish that his life 
were different. There is no denial that some 
aspects of certain impairments can prove very 
awkward for disabled people, for example 
managing incontinence. 

In the twentieth century, in the present 
search for political efficiency and economic 
stringency, we are in danger of neglecting the 
value of life itself, and at the same time creat- 
ing further social division by overspending 
vast sums of money on scientific research in 
some areas and neglecting to spend money on 
other more valuable projects. Some of the 
basic human needs worldwide, for example 
clean water and good food, seem less impor- 
tant when such enormous attention is given to 
the research of microbiologists into the 
human gene. While we are constantly bom- 
barded with messages that there is extreme 
poverty and hunger in many parts of the 
world, many of which plead for our charity 
and compassion, in fact in developed coun- 
tries we are concentrating our resources on 
the short-term gain for the few, against the 
alleviation of poor social conditions for the 
many. Genetic research itself will not elimi- 
nate blindness or any other disability, or ill- 
health caused by poor nutrition or accidents. 
Through the current emphasis on research 
towards the “perfect” gene pool, which has so 
much superficial popular appeal in the late 
twentieth century, scientists and their spon- 
sors are putting immediate profit before 
social needs. It is not only in our age that 
those in authority have concentrated on short- 
term policies for their economic and political 
security. All through history there have been 
groups which have been labelled in some way 
as deviant. There has been little change in the 
ideas that motivate such labelling although 
the language of the stigmatisation and the 
groups stigmatised have varied. 

Another emerging group of social outcasts 
are those who are HIV positive and those 
with full-blown Aids. Although Aids can be 
contracted through promiscuous — sexual 
behaviour, or through the shared needles of 
drug users, equally people may contract the 
virus through the transfusion of blood or 
through contact with infected blood or bodily 
secretions. Thus there are many people who 
innocently contract Aids. Yet these people 
receive the same disease and are largely treat- 
ed by society in the same way. This is a natu- 
ral effect of, and progression from, the search 
for the perfect human being. Representations 
of disabled people in the media, including 
those with HIV or Aids, usually in fictional 
situations, feature non-disabled male actors 
impersonating disabled people. Many of these 
depict impairment as something that makes 
the disabled person dependent and lacking 
personal responsibility or autonomy. This pic- 
ture is not only an important contribution to 
the fears that the non-disabled have of dis- 
ability, but enhances the prevailing idea of a 
necessary search for perfection. 

If the situation is bad for disabled men, it is 
even worse for other groups of disabled peo- 
ple. For example, disabled women hardly 
ever appear in films, or if they do they are 
shown in situations where they are rescued 
from their problems by “white knights”, who 
are non-disabled and frequently professionals. 
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Admittedly it is also very difficult for the 
medical profession to give unbiased advice 
regarding genetic counselling or on abortion, 
when one considers that medical training 
encourages members of the profession to 
regard the birth of a child with a disability as 
a medical failure.” 

The modern concept of medicine is that 
those who practise it should seek out disease, 
malfunction and disability and seek to 
remove or alleviate them. These aims, in 
themselves, create the assumption in the med- 
ical profession that function of the human 
body is all important. However this habit of 
thinking in terms of function excludes many 
disabled people’s views on the quality of the 
lives that they lead. Doctors are no more 
equipped to judge the potential quality of life 
than anyone else.‘ It is therefore particularly 
wrong that the medical profession should be 
the primary source of counselling for many 
parents. It should also be noted that levels of 
stress felt by parents are particularly high 
after medically induced abortions.° 


In view of the problems of finding unbiased 
counsellors, the cost of providing counselling 
on such matters in the current economic cli- 
mate, and the costs of training counsellors, it 
is not surprising that the provision of this 
counselling is very patchy in the UK and fre- 
quently of a poor quality. Present and past 
statements by the Departments of Health and 
Social Security have extremely sinister over- 
tones which can lead to parents being made to 
feel guilty for bearing a disabled baby, for 
example: “Caring for the handicapped can 
impose great burdens on our society, the pre- 
vention of handicap in addition to other bene- 
fits, may save money.” (DHSS 1977) 

When the value of a human life is primarily 
set against that of saving money, only a few 
steps away are the ideas that anyone who 
costs the state money should not be kept 
alive. 

Eugenic policies are on the increase and 
with the current social pressures, as examined 
in this article, for each and every one of us to 
conform to a narrow set of criteria before our 


lives are recognised as valuable, all humans 
are potentially in danger. Scientific endeav- 
ours merely provide a catalyst. As Plato said: 
“We cannot stop knowledge, we must all use 
it well or perish.” 
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Student loses eye after police arrest 


An Asian student has lost an eye after 
Greater Manchester police arrested 
him in the early hours of 21 February. 
Amer Rafiq, 21, has accused the police 
of assaulting him in the back of a 
police van taking him to Platt Lane 
police station . 


The arrest occurred during celebrations 
marking the end of the Muslim festival of 
Ramadan. Police said there had been minor 
outbreaks of disorder but the majority of 
people celebrating on the streets were well 
behaved. 

Mr Rafiq says he stopped to make a tele- 
phone call on his way home from his shift at 
a local restaurant. According to his brother, a 
police officer came up to Mr Rafiq and asked 
him to move his car. When he got into the car, 
the officer grabbed him, accused him of being 
cheeky, ripped his jacket and threw it into the 
back of the van. 

He was taken to Manchester Royal Eye 
Hospital soon after arriving at the police sta- 
tion, where the custody officer noticed the 
severity of his injury, but surgeons were 
unable to save his right eye. 

The police have accepted that Mr Rafiq’s 
injuries occurred during his arrest and trans- 
fer to the police station, but claimed that he 
needed to be restrained after becoming abu- 
sive and threatening an officer. 

A demonstration to Platt Lane police sta- 
tion on 9 March brought 1,200 people onto 
the streets in a peaceful protest against police 
brutality. Leafleting, meetings and a vigil 
took place the previous day. 

The incident follows a series of episodes of 
alleged racism by police officers in Greater 
Manchester. In January Jamil Azam, 20, was 
attacked by a gang of white youths, who 
shouted abuse and threats and smashed bot- 
tles on his head and left arm. Mr Azam ran to 
a passing police car for assistance. Officers 
arrested two of the youths and put them 
together with Mr Azam in the back_of the car 
to travel to the police station. Mr Azam was 
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Amer Rafiq after his arrival at the 
police station 


subjected to a barrage of racist verbal abuse 
until he was moved to another police vehicle. 

Two days later, after Mr Azam _ had 
received hospital treatment for his injuries, he 
went to Oldham police station to try and con- 
tact the officer in charge of the case. On being 
told the officer was elsewhere, Mr Azam 
explained that he needed to speak to him 
urgently. He says he was then told: “Get out 
you dick head,” grabbed by the shirt and told: 
“Get out you knob head”. 

On the same day that Mr Azam was 
attacked, a confrontation took place in 
Limeside between Asian youths and racist 
white youths who had attacked a local shop- 
keeper. The shopkeeper had complained to 
the police on earlier occasions about racist 
youths who constantly went into his shop, 
threatened him and took goods without pay- 
ing. The police, however, had appeared reluc- 
tant to take action. 

The police stopped the fight but did not 
arrest anyone. A few hours later the shop’s 


shutters were ripped off, causing significant 
damage. The following morning police 
charged the shop owner with violent disorder, 
despite the fact that he says he was busy look- 
ing after his shop, while the confrontation 
took place two streets away. 

Feeling in Limeside had been tense because 
of a campaign of violence by white youths 
against Asian taxi drivers. The youths called 
the taxis and then threw bricks and bottles at 
the drivers. Police took action only after the 
drivers approached Oldham Racial Equality 
Council and Councillor Riaz Ahmed, who 
organised a meeting between the taxi owners 
and senior police officers. However the 
drivers continue to suffer physical and racist 
abuse. Racist graffiti has also appeared in 
Asian streets in the area. 

In another case, a black man who claims 
police officers beat him has been cleared of 
charges of assaulting the police, causing fear 
of violence and failing to provide a blood 
sample. Brian Haidarah, 32, says he was 
stopped in his car on suspicion of a motoring 
offence. He panicked and ran away but was 
caught and taken to Grey Mare Lane police 
station in handcuffs. There he claims officers 
pushed his neck against a desk so hard that he 
passed out. 

When he came round he heard the officers 
laughing and calling him a “black bastard”. 
He claims two officers began kicking him 
until another officer stopped them and had 
him taken to hospital, where he received nine 
stitches for a head wound. 

He was charged only after he made a for- 
mal complaint over the assault to the Chief 
Constable. The police officers claimed Mr 
Haidarah had become violent during his 
arrest and received his injuries when they 
attempted to restrain him. 

He now intends to sue the Chief Constable 
over the assault. His solicitor said: “The fact 
that Brian was cleared of all charges does not 
mean the magistrates necessarily believed the 
officers were lying, but it lends persuasive 
support to Brian’s case”. 


ON THE WORLD 


‘lo catch the state off guard’ 


ince December 1993, Austria has 

been rocked by the bomb attacks 

of the nazi terrorist 
“Bajuwarische Befreiungsarmee -— 
Salzburger Eidgenossenschaft” (BBA). 
In June last year, the terror crossed 
the border into Germany. So far the 
bombs have killed four people and 
seriously injured 13. 


The attacks have generally followed a dis- 
tinct pattern. They are aimed at people who 
have been active on behalf of refugees and 
immigrants or who belong to ethnic minority 
groups in Austria. 

There has also been an element of hatred of 
women, because several women have been 
singled out for attack. It is clear that targets 
have been selected very carefully from those 
people against whom the extreme-right press 
in Austria has railed for years. 

But a longer-term element is also at work, a 
“strategy of tension” designed to instil mas- 
sive public fear and to destabilise Austria by 
pushing the state into enacting authoritarian 
measures to ensure security. 

For the BBA killers every step towards a 
“strong state” is welcome, even though the 
result is to put themselves under greater pres- 
sure. What matters to them is that it works 
and a climate is created in which the popula- 
tion starts to call for a “strong man” who will 
restore order ... and Austria already has one 
of these waiting patiently in the wings in Jorg 
Haider, leader of the electoral fascist 
Freedom Movement. 

So where does the violence stem from and 
what is its background? The terror of the 
BBA has its historical roots in the terror cam- 
paigns launched by the Austrian Nazi Party 
(NSDAP) in the mid to late 1930s, when 
Hitler’s supporters tried to paralyse the 
Austrian First Republic with bomb attacks. 
Young activists, such as Jorg Haider’s father, 
flocked to Germany as part of the “Austrian 
Legion” to plot the Nazi conquest of Austria. 

As early as in 1935, an NSDAP cell in 
Salzburg sent ten letter bombs to a selection 
of victims remarkably similar to those of 
today’s BBA bombers: politicians, represen- 
tatives of the churches and political 
opponents. 

It is noteworthy that today’s Austrian nazis 
have distributed a booklet compiled by the 
US-based international nazi network, the 
NSDAP-AO, precisely on the theme of “The 
illegal struggle of the NSDAP” and have pub- 
lished extracts in the NSDAP-AO’s illegal 
German-language paper, NS-Kampfruf. 

The illegal NSDAP-AO is a parallel organ- 
isation to the legal German nazi umbrella 
organisation, the Gesinnungsgemeinschaft der 
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NSDAP-AO’s illegal German paper 


Neuen Front (GdNF), to which the Austrian 
nazi Volkstreue  Ausserparlamentarische 
Opposition (VAPO), led by the jailed 
Gottfried Kiissel, belongs. 

Most of VAPO’s members are also mem- 
bers of the NSDAP-AO, whose activists treat 
its material as a guide to political action. It is 
therefore not surprising that when today’s 
nazis read and write about the “heroic” terror- 
ist deeds of yesteryear’s Nazis, bombs start 
going off. 

What has been built in Austria is an armed 
cadre movement whose structures are invisi- 
ble and perhaps impossible to penetrate. 
According to the communiqués of the BBA, 
this structure consists of a “secretariat”, 
which is responsible for the “written and 
stylistic compilation” of letters claiming 
responsibility for the attacks carried out by 
the movement’s “fighting troops”. 

These troops go under a variety of exotic 


at building these ille- 
gal terrorist formations have been clearly 
observable since 1992. A flood of terrorist 
instruction material has been published, cir- 
culated and distributed on computer discs 
among nazis. 

More evidence of this has emerged from 
Austrian Interior Ministry investigators, who 
regard an article published in the German 
nazi magazine Vorderste Front as a vital clue. 
Like the BBA letters that have claimed 
responsibility for the bombs, the article in 
Vorderste Front provides a detailed historical 
survey of Bavaria and demands “Bavarian 
unity”, that is the union of Austria and 
Germany. 

The unsigned article goes on to discuss “the 
nationalist struggle in a period of intensified 
repression” and states: “the most sensible 
course for nationalists in Austria might be to 
go underground”. The author warns that “to 
delay such a step for five years” will mean 
“five years lost for the race”. 

“Such underground work dictates the 
necessity of conspiratorial conduct at all 
costs”, the article continues, “to catch the 
state off guard”. The detailed account of how 
to build cells and communication structures 
that follows fits the structure of the BBA, 
which sprang to life just a year later. 

The investigators believe the author of this 
article is probably an Austrian who could be 
closely linked to the people who have who 
have been planting and posting bombs in 
Austria since 1993. 

Vorderste Front is published by the 
National Democratic High School League, 
the student arm of the nazi National 
Democratic Party (NPD) in Germany, an 
organisation which regularly invites Austrian 
nazis as guest speakers to its events. 

In its latest edition, Vorderste Front is again 
concemed with Austria. This time the empha- 
sis is not on underground cell structures but 
on paying fulsome tribute to Jorg Haider. 

- The magazine’s introduction praises Haider 
as “the only German political leader to whom 
one could wish to give power with a clear 
conscience”. The hope is expressed that “in 
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1998 he will tear the reins of government 
away from the parties that talk with a Jewish 
accent”. Naturally, in an article so full of 
hope and joy, the nazi students cannot resist 
praising themselves and boast that as early as 
1985 they had spotted Haider as “‘a man with 
a future”. 

There are other clues to the inspiration and 
motivation of the bombers. For example, in 
their communiqués the BBA bombers not 
only show off their knowledge of how to 
build bombs, but also go in for verbose trea- 
tises on the Germanic colonisation of Austria. 
The sources of this material are now revealed 
to be the works of the late Vienna University 
professor and former NSDAP member Taras 
Borodajkewycz. 

In the mid-1960s Heinz Fischer, the current 
president of the Austrian council of state, 
published a number of articles in Vienna 
exposing Borodajkewycz’s racism and nazi 
sympathies. These articles provoked a public 
discussion and demands for Borodajkewycz’s 
dismissal and led to bloody clashes in the 
city. 

In one such battle, on 31 March 1965, 
Giinther Kiimel, a nazi, murdered an anti-fas- 
cist, Ernst Kirchweger. In the wake of the dis- 
order, Borodajkewycz was first suspended 
from his job and then pensioned off. 
Although Borodajkewycz has since died, his 
work lives on in the communiqués of the 
BBA terror bombers. 

There is another curious aspect to the BBA 
letter bombs, which has not been reported 
internationally. The terrorists have calculated- 
ly and skilfully used media coverage of the 
bombings as a propaganda forum. 

The “senders’” names written on the 
envelopes containing the bombs have includ- 
ed, among others, the names of notorious 
right-wing extremists such as Edwin 
Neuwirth and Herwig Nachtmann. Neuwirth, 
an industrialist and former SS member who 
was jailed last year for attempting to revive 
the NSDAP, is the man who brought the 
Russian fascist, Vladimir Zhirinovsky, to 
Austria in December 1993. Talking to 
reporters who were anxious to speak to 
Zhirinovsky, he bragged that he knew “noth- 
ing about the existence of gas chambers” 
under the Nazis. Nachtmann, until recently 
the business manager of the nazi rag Aula, 
was convicted in August last year for 
Holocaust denial. 

Writing the names of such nazis on the let- 
ter bomb envelopes is nothing new. The name 
of the Auschwitz liar Walter Ochensberger, 
who was recently released from prison, has 
also featured, as has that of the old German 
nazi Reinhold Elstner, who burned himself to 
death in Munich in April last year becoming 
the latest nazi “martyr”. 

That the BBA’s actions draw inspiration 
from material published by the NSDAP-AO, 
that its organisational structures resemble 
those outlined in the NPD’s student journal, 
that it uses a dead Viennese nazi professor as 
its source of historical information and that it 
uses the names of nazis who have been in 
trouble with the authorities indicate one thing 
beyond all doubt: that the terror bombs 
emanate from the very heart of the Austrian 
nazi movement. 
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Nazi leader arrested 
for contract killing 
plot 


A top German nazi street leader, Frank 
Hiibner, from Cottbus, has been arrested in 
connection with a “contract” killing conspira- 
cy. Details have leaked out despite an initial 
police news blackout. 

Hiibner, one of the more talented and pre- 
sentable figures on the hard-core German 
nazi scene, is a key member of the 
Gesinnungsgemeinschaft der Neue Front and 
was the leader of the nazi Deutsche 
Alternative before it was banned. 

His arrest, in Cottbus at the end of 
February, stems from his involvement in a 
plan to murder the estranged girl friend of a 
fellow nazi, who was seeking to win custody 
of their two children. According to press 
reports, a third, as yet unnamed, person was 
contracted to murder the woman, but went to 
the police and confessed his role in the con- 
spiracy because “the matter was purely a pri- 
vate one and did not concern politics”. The 
prospective murderer, also a nazi, was offered 
almost £7,000, of which £2,790 had been 
paid in advance. 

Both Hiibner and the nazi who put out the 
contract remain in custody pending investiga- 
tions. Their target is reportedly under round- 
the-clock protection. She apparently left her 
boyfriend in 1994 because of his right-wing 
extremist views and activities. 

Meanwhile, the trial of Hiibner’s ally and 
mentor, the NSDAP-AO leader Gary Lauck, 
has still not begun, despite originally being 
scheduled for January. Lauck is in custody in 
Hamburg after his extradition from Denmark 
last August. 

To date, Lauck has been charged with 38 
separate offences, including incitement to 
racial hatred, disseminating anti-constitution- 
al propaganda material, incitement to vio- 
lence and using illegal symbols. 

Another key wire-puller in the German nazi 
scene, Thorsten Heise, 26, has been fined 
£1,300 for wearing a banned uniform at the 


Frank Hiibner: accused of planning the 
murder of another nazi’s former girl- 
friend 


nazi Rudolf Hess commemoration march in 
Fulda in August 1993. 

Heise, who has often been convicted and 
jailed for his violent activities, was a leading 
member of the now banned Freiheitliche 
Deutsche Arbeiterpartei. He has recently 
staged two big bonehead concerts, attended 
by members of the British nazi terrorist 
group Combat 18, in his home town of 
Northeim. 

Because he failed to appear in court and 
had violated the terms of earlier probationary 
and suspended sentences, Heise could face 
prison in connection with the offences. 

While Heise’s predicament might turn out 
to be good news for German anti-fascists, the 
early release of another nazi fanatic, Thomas 
Dienel, is the opposite. 

Until he was jailed in 1992, Dienel was 
leader of his own party, the Deutsche 
Nationale Partei. He was supported through- 
out his imprisonment by the nazi prisoners’ 
aid group, the HNG. His release will pose 
undoubted problems for anti-fascists in for- 
mer East Germany, where the one-time 
Communist youth official was very active 
before his incarceration. 


Court rejects camp 
survivor's slander 
claim 


Following the disgraceful televised witch- 
hunt against Simon Wiesenthal by. the 
German television producer John Goetz in a 
Panorama programme, which attracted inter- 
national headlines, a German court has made 
its own contribution to the neo-revisionist 
rewriting of history. 

A court in Frankfurt am Main has refused 
damages to Emil Carlebach, a distinguished 
Buchenwald concentration camp survivor, 
after he was slandered by the Austrian author 
Hans Schafranek in his book Between the 
NKVD and the Gestapo. 

In the book, which is the latest in a sus- 
tained campaign to smear Carlebach and 
other communist resistance fighters in the 
camps as collaborators of the murderous SS, 
Schafranek quotes a letter, dated 1951, from a 
former Buchenwald prisoner, claiming that 
Carlebach “had the deaths of seven prisoners 
on his conscience”’. 

The campaign against the so-called “Red 
Kapos” (trusties) of Buchenwald began in 
earnest in 1994 with the the publication of a 
book by Professor Lutz Niethammer. German 
anti-fascists believe this is a serious attempt 
to push further the revision of history by 
claiming that Nazi concentration camps such 
as Buchenwald and Sachsenhausen can be 
equated with their later use by the Soviet and 
East German authorities as internment camps 
for SS prisoners. 

The attacks on Wiesenthal and Carlebach, 
who although both Jewish have very different 
politics, is a further step in discrediting the 
history of those who led resistance in the 
Nazi concentration and death camps and also 
those who later were active in bringing to jus- 
tice the people responsible for the monstrous 
crimes that occurred in the camps. 


Protests against nazi 
intelligence agency 


Hundreds of anti-fascists marched through 
the German-Polish border town of Frankfurt 
an der Oder on 2 March to demand closure of 
the nazi National Press Archive (NPA) there. 
In an unprovoked attack by police in riot 
gear, several demonstrators were hurt and 
three arrested. 

The nazis had themselves applied for per- 
mission to hold a counter-demonstration but 
were refused. Despite this, nazis were present 
on the streets and attempted unsuccessfully to 
provoke incidents against the demonstration, 
resulting in a tense atmosphere. 

A press statement from the anti-fascist 
Initiative against the NPA called on the 
authorities to outlaw the NPA, which attempts 
systematically to gather information about 
anti-fascists, politicians and critical and 
investigative journalists. Its leader, Danny 
Sowade, is a former member of the banned 
Nationalistische Front (NF). 

The NPA, whose address is also that of the 
nazi magazine Nationaler Beobachter, has 
existed since 1993. According to its own 
statements, its purpose is “further unifying 
the network of the national opposition”. As 
well as gathering material from the main- 
stream and anti-fascist press, the NPA is an 
integral part of the so-called Anti-Antifa, 
whose purpose is to target the nazis’ chief 
opponents for serious injury and death. 

The NPA has itself expressed its aims 
clearly: “In collaboration with all Anti-Antifa 
groups we are looking for information about 
left-wing structures and their militancy, about 
infiltrators and other destructive forces, about 
journalists who glorify the system and so on” 

The NPA’s attempts to line up opponents 
for murder are not confined to Germany. It 
has advertised material from the Swedish nazi 
Werewolf group and Nationale Beobachter 
has reported on the police raids against 


on 2) 


ARGANS 2 


KR IGSK: UNIKE NR 1 1932 


'TIDEN AR INNE... 


Some of the international nazi 
material that the NPA distributes 


Charlie Sargent, street leader of the British 
nazi terror group Combat 18 and a convicted 
drug trafficker. 

The NPA’s efforts have not been entirely 
unsuccessful. Last year Sowade and his 
friends were instrumental in exposing an 
attempt by the German internal security ser- 
vice, the Bundesamt fiir Verfassungsschutz, to 
penetrate the NPA. 

The main target for the NPA’s material, 
apart from hard-core nazis, is nazi skinheads, 
who can act on information without the NPA 
taking any responsibility for their violence. 

Sowade is a particularly militant and 
vicious nazi. After the NF was banned in 
November 1992 he moved into the inner lead- 
ership of its successor and front organisation, 
the Sozialrevolutionére Arbeiter Front. He 
was closely connected with another Anti- 
Antifa-style magazine, Angriff, which pub- 
lished names and addresses of numerous anti- 
fascists in the Frankfurt an der Oder region. 
The publication resulted in a campaign sever- 
al months long of threats, psychological terror 
and violence against those named. 


Spain will not deport 
convicted nazi 


Major General Otto Ernst Remer, the 83-year- 
old nazi and Auschwitz liar, will not be 


deported to Germany, a court in Madrid has 
decided. Remer fled to Spain in 1994 to avoid 
a 22-month jail sentence dished out by a court 
in Schweinfurt after he was convicted of 
Holocaust denial. 

Remer was arrested in Malaga in summer 
1994 after he applied for, and was denied, 
political asylum. However, he now appears to 
have gained this through the back door, 
because the Spanish supreme court has decid- 
ed that that there is no basis for the extradi- 
tion of the 83-year-old nazi to Germany. 

The basis for the judgment is that Spain has 
no law equivalent to German laws on incite- 
ment to racial hatred or laws forbidding 
“Auschwitz lie” propaganda. Under Spanish 
law only incitement to genocide could be 
considered indictable. Remer has not made 
such statements on Spanish soil and is thus 
immune from prosecution. 


Remer, whose nazi beliefs have 
remained unchanged since his youth 


Fini launches fascist election campaign 


The fascist campaign for the Italian elections 
on 21 April got off to a flying start with a 
rally held by Gianfranco Fini, leader of the 
Alleanza Nazionale (AN), in Milan on 3 
March. 

The event was moderate in both size and 
rhetoric compared with the usual fascist elec- 
tion meetings. Fini put most of his emphasis 
on attacking premier Lamberto Dini in a 
mud-slinging speech. Heavily playing the 
Italian nationalist card, he called on journal- 
ists to “dig deep” into the real relationship 
between Dini and German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl. 

Without elaborating on that cryptic mes- 
sage, he went on to warn that if the electoral 
alliance led by the Party of the Democratic 
Left wins the election Italy will be held 
hostage between the “communists” and the 
Deutsche Bank. Otherwise his speech had lit- 
tle content apart from vague phrases about 
cutting taxes and government bureaucracy. 

On 4 March Fini gave a good example of 
what Italy can expect during the campaign 
when he attended a rally of the national shop- 


keepers’ organisation, ASCOM, in Turin. 
Five thousand shopkeepers marched to the 
assembly hall, but Fini ordered the local AN 
to ensure that AN shopkeepers arrived early 
and were split into groups of about a dozen, 
distributed throughout the hall. When the 
main body of shopkeepers arrived, there were 
already about 500 fascists in the building. 

When Fini himself arrived, he was treated 
to a standing ovation from the fascists dis- 
persed around the hall and made a ranting 
“those who are not for us are against us” 
speech. After he had finished, Romano Prodi, 
the left-wing leader, took the podium and was 
allowed only five minutes before being sub- 
jected to a barrage of fascist heckling and 
booing. After another five minutes, during 
which the ASCOM organisers failed to regain 
control, Prodi left the platform. 

Commenting on the event, a member of the 
centre-left Popular Party said that the fascists’ 
behaviour showed clearly the likely climate 
of the election campaign. Giuseppe De Maria, 
secretary of ASCOM, publicly criticised the 
AN’s stage-managed actions. 


The AN’s lack of a clear programme was 
again obvious. In fact, the extreme right has 
no visible programme apart from making hate 
attacks on the left, suppressing opposition and 
wanting to win power. 

However, the fact that elections are taking 
place after some 15 months of unstable care- 
taker government is mainly attributable to 
Fini. President Scalfaro’s view was that elec- 
tions should be delayed at least until June, 
when Italy’s presidency of the European 
Union would be over. 

The left agreed with this assessment, as did 
a section of the far-right Pole of Liberty bloc, 
in which the AN and former prime minister 
Silvio Berlusconi’s Forza Italia (FI) are the 
main components. 

Events in February, when Fini in effect 
took over the leadership of the right from 
Berlusconi, changed all that. Fini’s dream is 
to head a grand coalition of the right that can 
swallow up the centre by drawing attention to 
a mythical “red danger’. Throughout 
February, Fini played the arrogant, domineer- 
ing fascist so well that Mussolini would have 
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been proud of him. By making threats and 
demands, he helped engineer the fall of the 
new caretaker cabinet in just three weeks. His 
aim was to take control of the right away 
from Berlusconi, who is preoccupied with 
staying out of prison for corruption. By win- 
ning the support of at least part of the FI, Fini 
reckoned with winning 23 to 25 per cent of 
the vote. 

Dini’s entry into the election, however, 
means that the AN can expect to win only 
about 6 to 8 per cent from the FI, thus reduc- 
ing the AN’s expected vote to between 20 per 
. cent and 22 per cent. Even so the fascists 
would be the main opposition party and might 
receive the first invitation to form a govern- 
ment, if the left cannot present a unified front. 
If the left does win enough seats to form a 
minority government, Fini could conceivably 
bring it down before the end of the year with 
obstructive tactics. 

The fascists have already made a start in 
this direction. Since mid-February, they have 
voted against EU directives, blocked a new 
law on political party finances, hindered a 
new law to sort out the problems of RAI-TV 
and continued to collect signatures demand- 
ing the impeachment of Scalfaro. 

All that was missing was a fascist terror 
bomb campaign. That started at the end of 
February with a fascist bomb attack on the 
Air Force Ministry. 

What action the Mafia will take is another 
important factor. Toto Riina, the Mafia “boss 
of bosses”, declared from his court room cage 


Fini on the campaign trail 


that the Mafia would still vote for Berlusconi, 
perhaps because it is impossible for the Mafia 
to function without their “agents” and collab- 
orators in government. 


South Tyrol separatist 
in shooting spree 


An armed fanatic demanding the unification 
of the disputed Italian South Tyrol region 
with Austria has launched a murder spree. 
Over a period of several days at the end of 
February, three Italians and a German were 
shot to death on the streets of Merano near 
Bolzano. 

The killer struck again on 1 March, staging 
a shoot-out with armed Italian police in a bid 
to make his political motives known. In the 
exchange of gunfire, Ferdinand Gamper 
claimed two more victims, including a police 


officer. On the body of one his victims 
Gamper left a note saying: “I am an Italian. A 
nazi immigrant. Long live Pantyrol and great 
Germany. Better to die in Tyrol than to starve 
in Italy.” 

Later when police searched his home, they 
found nazi books and other propaganda mate- 
rial as well as a banner and leaflets from a 
movement called “Ein Tyrol” (one Tyrol), 
which calls for armed struggle to separate 
South Tyrol from Italy and has close contacts 
with the vast array of right-wing and national- 
ist hunting and shooting clubs in Austria. 

The movement is led by Karl Ausserer, an 
Italian citizen living over the Austrian border 
in Innsbruck. After years of passivity, it resur- 
faced last summer with a leaflet campaign 
“against the Italian occupiers”. Since then, its 
efforts have intensified with the opening of an 
office in Brussels under the name of 
“Euroregion Tyrol” to promote the unification 
of the Italian territories of Alto Adige, 
Trentino and Tyrol with Austria and Bavaria. 

The group’s ideology is stridently German 
nationalist and it believes that only fascism 
can save northern Italy, Austria and Bavaria 
from the “red disease” that it thinks rules 
Italy. Whether Gamper was actually a mem- 
ber of this outfit is not important. What mat- 
ters is that his murderous actions signify the 
more or less uninterrupted growth of extreme 
nationalism and fascism on both sides of the 
Italian and Austrian border. 


From our Italian correspondent 


Oslo Progress Party expels nazi infiltrators 


The Oslo branch leadership of the racist- 
populist Progress Party has been forced to 
concede that its youth section, the PPU, in the 
city has been heavily infiltrated by nazis from 
the “Viking” group. 

Among those found trying to worm their 
way into the organisation’s ranks was none 
other than the “test tube nazi” himself, Eirik 
Solheim, who will stand trial later this spring 
for several armed threats to anti-fascists. 
Solheim, it appears, had even been able to 
give lectures to other PPU sections before 
being dug out. 

Although the PPU has so far expelled ten 
nazis — Solheim chose to jump before he was 
pushed — the youth group’s leader is unim- 
pressed and has resigned because other party 
officials have made him, rather than the nazi 
infiltrators, the target for their venom. 

Capitalising on the publicity surrounding 
the expulsions, Jack Erik Kjuus, the leader of 
the racist Hvit Valgallianse (White Electoral 
Alliance), which was recently legally regis- 
tered as a party, told the press that many of 
“his men” are already in the Progress Party. 

The scandal surrounding the affair also 
briefly harmed the Progress Party’s relations 
with the Conservative Party, which wants to 
form an alliance to remove the Labour-led 
city council in Oslo. Spokesmen for the 
Conservatives expressed concern about recent 
events in the Progress Party. However, the 
truth is that they are more worried about 
racists than racism and have signalled a new 
readiness to negotiate with the Progress Party. 

This is no surprise. In the 1995 council 
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elections, it was a leading Conservative can- 
didate who proposed a limit of 25 per cent 
non-white council house tenants in Oslo. 

Solheim is not the only nazi facing the 
courts. Five members of the small but very 
nasty ““Einsatz” group in Stavanger received 
prison sentences of between two and three 
years in March. They were on trial for an 
armed assault on a gun shop owner in the city 
last year. Led by Tom Kimmo Eiternes and 
Jarl Stein Vatnamot, the nazis attended court 
in uniform and wearing swastika T-shirts, 
much to the horror of their defence lawyer. 
They were applauded from the public gallery 
by ten other nazis and laughed and joked 
throughout the trial. 

They may soon be joined in prison by 
another prominent Norwegian nazi, Jan 
Holthe, the author of a failed attempt to estab- 
lish a Norwegian branch of the former 
Swedish nazi terrorist group VAM some years 
ago. Although he claims to have dropped out 
of the nazi scene, Holthe’s past has caught up 
with him and he has been charged for numer- 
ous offences in connection with his racist 
activities. 

The news that Holthe will face trial 
prompted some of his former followers to 
begin a campaign of intimidation and threats 
aimed the mayor of his home town 
Lillehovde. 

Tough court sentences are more likely to 
have a deterrent effect than some of the 
schemes dreamed up by social workers. One 
of these schemes goes under the title “White 
buses to Auschwitz” and is aimed at taking 


youngsters to the notorious Nazi death camp 
to let them see for themselves where racism 
and fascism lead. 

Most normal youngsters respond well and 
find the visit a deeply moving experience. 
Not so, young nazis. Two nazis from 
Hokksund, the home town of the leading nazi 
Ole Krogstad, took part in one recent trip. 
After showing disrespect to the dead at the 
camp itself, the two returned home and boast- 
ed that the visit had only convinced them that 
their nazi beliefs were correct. 

Such developments are worrying in the 
light of nazi recruiting activities in southern 
Norway, where they are having some success 
in establishing nazi groups in a number of 
small towns. The latest group to join the list 
is in Sandvika, near Oslo, where a new organ- 
isation, Norges Nasjonalistiske Bevegelse 
(NNB), has been established. 

This new outfit appears, in part at least, to 
be an attempt to compete commercially with 
Norway’s would-be fiihrer, Michael Knutsen, 
on his own turf. Like Knutsen, the NNB has 
set up a string of companies and a new maga- 
zine called Patrioten (The Patriot). The com- 
panies include Bifrost Video, NORKOM 
transport and NNB Catering, which will, no 
doubt, prepare old Norse specialities instead 
of pizza and hamburgers. 

Where the funds for all this are coming 
from is not clear but it is apparent that the 
nazis have more money now than they have 
had for many years. 


From our Norwegian correspondent 
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ON THE STATES 


hortly before the Texas 
S Republican primary on 12 

March, Pat Buchanan 
announced that despite losing pri- 
mary elections in eight states, his 
campaign would continue until 
“hell freezes over, and then we’re 
going to fight on the ice”. He then 
laughed into the microphone. 
When told that former President 
George Bush’s son, George Bush 
— known affectionately as Shrub — 
the Governor of Texas, had 
endorsed Senator Robert Dole for 
president (as did the former presi- 
dent’s other son, Jeb Bush, who 
ran unsuccessfully for Governor 
of Florida), Buchanan chortled in 
glee: “all my ex’s live in Texas”, 
the refrain of a popular country 
and western song. Pat Buchanan 
has had a good time in the role of 
commander-in-chief of his self- 
proclaimed army of “peasants 
with pitchforks”. 

The former aide to Presidents 
Nixon and Reagan has been paid 
millions of dollars to write news- 
paper columns and chatter on 
television. Why would he want to give up all 
that to have his finger on the nuclear button? 
He doesn’t. Buchanan wants to be King of the 
Far-Right Dunghill. His coronation occurred 
long before he placed first in New 
Hampshire. 

Every four years political candidates of all 
stripes line up to participate in presidential 
primaries run by the Republican and 
Democratic parties. Each state makes its own 
rules to govern the election: when it is, how 
costly it is to have your name on the ballot 
and how delegates are selected to each party’s 
convention that summer, when a candidate is 
officially nominated. The process is designed 
to ultimately choose candidates from some- 
where in the centre of the current political 
consensus. 

At the same time, a maze of regulations and 
other hurdles of varying heights in each state 
deter the formation of independent “third par- 
ties” to represent oppositional ideologies. 
Notable exceptions, such as George Wallace’s 
American Independent Party in 1968, are 
often preceded by campaigns within either 
the Democratic or the Republican party, or, as 
in the case of Ross Perot in 1992, propelled 
by enormous infusions of cash. The result has 
been that the far right has been unable to suc- 
cessfully mount its own third party for 20 
years. 

Lack of access to the electoral arena may 


Buchanan, keeping the Christian right under his finger 
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help explain the popularity of the militias and 
other private armies more than the American 
penchant for guns and running around in the 
woods dressed in camouflage. Twelve years 
ago Willis Carto hoped to harness some of 
that energy inside his newly created Populist 
Party. Despite some success launching David 
Duke’s election campaigns in 1988 and then 
less success with Bo Gritz’s campaign in 
1992, the Populist Party collapsed into an 
internecine tangle of competing factions 
before disintegrating completely. 

Buchanan has soaked up all but the last 
remaining drops of far-right third party ener- 
gy. Even Truth At Last publisher Ed Fields’s 
America First Party cadres quietly labour in 
Buchanan’s vineyards. Charles Collins, the 
genuine nobody making the rounds at militia 
meetings, signed up as a Republican candi- 
date in New Hampshire before hoping that 
the end of Buchanan’s campaign would be the 
beginning of his own third party presidential 
effort. He won’t go far. 

The only far-right third party left standing 
in 1996 will be Howard Phillips’s US 
Taxpayers Party. The Taxpayers Party has 
spent the past two years holding regional 
meetings with militia advocates such as Larry 
Pratt, of Gun Owners of America, and anti- 
abortion fanatics such as Randall Terry, the 
former head of Operation Rescue. But the 
Taxpayers Party’s viability is less than cer- 


tain. Phillips scheduled his convention to fol- 
low immediately after the Republican Party’s 
convention in San Diego, hoping to attract 
former delegates angered by the nomination 
of Bob Dole. Dole, of course, has been assid- 
uously cultivating the leadership of the Rev 
Pat Robertson’s Christian Coalition precisely 
to prevent such a breakaway. 

The last thing the Coalition’s executive 
director Ralph Reed, a long-time Republican 
operative, wants is to be a lonely prophetic 
voice in the right-wing wilderness. He wants 
to be in the middle of the slaughterhouse, 
making sausage with the rest of the Big Guys. 

Buchanan’s defence of Larry 
Pratt can be read as a similar 
attempt to keep far-right militancy 
inside the Republican Party. For 
20 years Pratt has traded his lead- 
ership of anti-abortion, anti-immi- 
grant and gun rights movements 
into a voice inside Washington, 
DC. He has routinely testified on 
legislation, made financial contri- 
butions to Congressional cam- 
paigns and otherwise sought to 
influence the existing centre of 
power. At the same time, since 
1992, Pratt has made the rounds 
of Identity conferences, militia 
gatherings and survivalist expos. 

Searchlight was the first to 
publish a news story about Pratt’s 
participation in Pete Peters’s 1992 
leadership meeting in Estes Park, 
Colorado. Several American mag- 
azines and newspapers subse- 
quently printed articles to the 
same effect, and it was only a 
matter of time before it was 
noticed that Buchanan’s campaign 
co-chair had shared a platform 
with Aryan Nations chief Richard 
Butler. Rather than jettison Pratt 
completely, however, Buchanan defended his 
friend and gave him a “leave of absence” to 
explain himself to the public. Thus Pratt and 
his gun-owner minions stayed inside the 
Republican Party and Buchanan kept his har- 
ness on their horses. 

Furthermore, if he started firing all the 
racists who worked for him, Buchanan’s 
organisation might soon look like a dead 
armadillo carcass in the middle of a Texas 
highway. 

Instead, his 1996 campaign organisation is 
both better fed and fitter than the 1992 ver- 
sion. This is due, in part, to the lessons he and 
his staff learned from their first experience. It 
is also the result of financial backing provid- 
ed by the American Cause Foundation, a non- 
profit educational corporation that Buchanan 
used between elections. Because it was osten- 
sibly non-profit, it could legally receive much 
larger financial contributions than a political 
campaign. Buchanan’s sister, Angela Bay 
Buchanan, was the foundation’s president and 
Greg Mueller was its executive director. The 
foundation kept the core staff employed dur- 
ing the off-season and funnelled money into 
the right pockets. When Buchanan’s cam- 
paign officially started, the foundation folded 
up its tent, Bay became the campaign manag- 
er and Mueller its top staffer. 

The most important reason that the 1996 
campaign has been more successful, however, 
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is that the grass roots organisations that feed 
it votes and volunteers are stronger than in 
1992. This is particularly true in the south, 
where Buchanan’s version of a racially 
coloured cultural war is being won by the 
neo-Confederates. 

A case in point is the Council of 
Conservative Citizens (CofCC), which grew 
out of the Citizens’ Councils, which were 
once powerful defenders of legalised segrega- 
tion but had turned into a desiccated geriatric 
ward by the 1980s. 

The new CofCC built a network of local 
groups, working on racially charged issues, 
such as defence of the Confederate battle flag 
and monuments and opposition to immigra- 
tion and affirmative action. At the same time 
it supported issues popular with the Christian 
right, such as opposition to abortion. 

CofCC members also worked for local 
Republican candidates and it has attracted a 
string of politicians to its meetings, including 
Mississippi Senator Trent Lott, who is num- 
ber two behind Dole in the Senate’s 
Republican hierarchy. Mike Gunn, a state 
senator also from Mississippi, sits on the 
CofCC national board of directors. In 1991, 
David Duke paid Gunn $3,000 (£2,000) to 
design a large-scale mailing for him 

In North Carolina, the CofCC state chair- 
man is A J Barker, once the national chair- 
man of the Populist Party. He was a leader of 
a faction allied with Liberty Lobby mogul 
Willis Carto, and when that faction was out- 
manoeuvred in 1992 Barker was deposed. He 
then landed in an even less reputable spot: as 
chairman of Ed Fields’s America First Party 
and presiding over a presentation by the 
French neo-nazi Michael Faci at a meeting in 
Atlanta in 1993. Barker stepped down from 
the America First box before his CofCC 
career was guillotined. 

Not so William Carter, who spoke both at 
the founding convention of the America First 
Party and at a subsequent meeting featuring 
Richard Butler while he was chairman of the 
South Carolina state Council of Conservative 
Citizens. A racist for all seasons, in 1992 
Carter was also the state organiser of David 
Duke’s short-lived presidential campaign. 
When the NAACP and others challenged the 
state’s flying of the Confederate flag on gov- 
ernment buildings, Carter lead a successful 
effort to save the bloody banner. So when 
Buchanan’s campaign needed staff for the 
crucial South Carolina primary, they hired 
Carter. 

Alas, when an enterprising reporter learned 
of his political pedigree, Buchanan’s cam- 
paign acted shocked. It was just days after the 
Pratt imbroglio and Carter was fired. 

Therein lies the tension between 
Buchanan’s campaign and the far right. His 
reputation as a racist and antisemite and the 
campaign’s unvarnished and ultra-nationalis- 
tic platform attract the denizens of the pale- 
olithic political caves. But should one of 
these knuckle-draggers show up at the front 
of the parade, all the respectable Republicans 
reach for their own truncheons. 

It will be a fight to the finish for control of 
the conservative movement and _ the 
Republican Party: Pat Buchanan’s neo- 
Confederates versus William Bennet and Bill 
Kristol’s neo-conservatives. The smart money 
is on the cavemen. 
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SCANDINAVIA 


Nazis move in on biker gangs 


Violent clashes leaving several people dead 
and injured have erupted between outlaw 
biker gangs in Scandinavia. At stake is the 
control of profits from heroin distribution, as 
well as a percentage of prostitution and pro- 
tection rackets. 

Popular mythology has often pictured the 
international Hell’s Angels and similar gangs 
as the last stand of the rugged anarchist indi- 
vidualist. Most bikers might subscribe to 
parts of the same myth but they are not part 
of the criminal “outlaw” scene and, in 
Germany, many are good anti-fascists. 

Hell’s Angels are different. Again accord- 
ing to myth, the average Angel is a free- 
wheeling, pot-bellied, bearded and generally 
peace-loving non-conformist trying to mind 
his own business, while continually harassed 
by small town bureaucrats and the police. 

Romantic portrayals have pictured them as 
motorised bohemians in rebellion against an 
unjust system. This propaganda is spread by 
corporation lawyers in Armani suits, hired by 
Angels protecting a multi-million dollar crim- 
inal industry, built on drugs, fear and murder. 

Politically, the Angels can hardly be 
described as ideological nazis, although the 
outlaw gangs have a penchant for SS 
insignias, swastikas and Hitler mythology. 

Angel history goes back to California in the 
late 1940s, when the first biker gangs were 
formed by demobilised soldiers. The swastika 
was introduced as an Angel symbol, original- 
ly to shock ordinary citizens, but later for its 
obvious racist connotations. Blacks are 
excluded and since the 1960s Angels have 
also worn the white power fist as a symbol of 
their belief that whites are the superior race. 

Angel women, who are often forced into 
prostitution, sometimes wear tattoos declaring 
them to be someone’s property. Angels partic- 
ipating in rape involving more than 15 men 
are awarded “golden wings” to be worn as a 
shoulder patch. 

The original Angels, because of their mili- 
tary roots, were red-neck “American patri- 
ots”. During the Vietnam war in 1965, the 
California chapter of the Hell’s Angels wrote 
to President Johnson offering to set up groups 
of Angel volunteers for behind-the-lines duty 
in Vietnam. Johnson turned them down, but 
the idea obviously captured the imagination 
of some. Hell’s Angels on bikes killing 


Nazi skinhead hangout in Sweden 


Vietnamese became the theme of a minor 
1970s film in Hollywood. 

Today, a question mark must hang over 
Angel claims of “patriotism”. Since it is an 
international organisation, allegiance to a sin- 
gle country — the USA — has gradually been 
replaced with allegiance to a pseudo-cultural 
interpretation of Western underground 
lifestyle. This shift of emphasis has brought 
them closer to the extreme right and the sur- 
vivalist movement and given them a stake in 
illegal arms and drugs traffic. 

Scandinavian biker violence began with the 
formation of a Hell’s Angels chapter in 
Copenhagen in 1980, which clashed with the 
outlaw club “Bullshit” over control of the 
drugs scene. Their war raged until 1988, end- 
ing with the defeat of Bullshit and leaving 12 
bikers dead and several more injured in gun 
battles, assassination attempts and bombings. 
A brief period of uneasy detente followed. 

Since then, the Hell’s Angels have steadily 
encouraged the formation of local support 
clubs in Sweden, Norway and Finland. 
Outlaw clubs in Malmo and Helsingborg in 
Sweden, and Trondheim, Norway, have 
gained official Hell’s Angel status, while 
prospective membership clubs have formed in 
Stockholm, Oslo and Helsinki. 

Meanwhile, Bullshit was wiped out and 
replaced by the Bandidos biker club, which 
has established offshoots in Copenhagen, 
Helsingborg, Helsinki and Oslo. The Danish 
Bandidos became the first formal chapter of 
that organisation in Scandinavia in June 1993. 

Much attention has focused on the small 
town of Helsingborg, already famed for har- 
bouring the former Norwegian nazi leader 
Eric Bliicher, where both the Bandidos and 
the Angels have opened shops less then a 
kilometre from each other. The inevitable 
fighting began in January 1994, when a 
Bandidos member was shot and injured, and 
continued in February with one Angel killed 
and three injured in a pub gun battle. Since 
then Helsingborg has seen many skirmishes, 
including shootings .in November 1994, 
January and September 1995 and March 
1996. Three car bombs have been found in 
cars owned by leading Angels and in July 
1995 the president of the Bandidos chapter 
was killed in a motorway ambush. In 
Continued on next page, column 1 


European Commission wakes up to tackling racism 


ast month I wrote 
about the proposal 
from the Council of 


Europe to draw the teeth of 
the proposed European 
Monitoring Centre on 
Racism and Xenophobia by 
making it a “joint venture” 
between the European Union and the Council 
of Europe. Such an arrangement would lead 
to a “double dilution” of the Observatory 
work in terms of the countries the 
Observatory would monitor and the resources 
available to it. 

In response to the paper submitted to the 
Consultative Commission by the Council at 
our last meeting, I submitted an alternative 
contribution, which is due to be discussed at 
our next meeting. Its principal feature is that 
the proposed European Observatory remains 
a European Union initiative. Of course 
racism exists outside the EU, but the 
Consultative Commission set up by Kohl and 
Mitterrand was established as an EU body 
reacting to the riots and racial attacks in 
Europe, in particular Solingen. It is in danger, 
if it spreads its wings too far, of becoming 
dominated by the problems of eastern Europe 
and the former Soviet Union. However this 
does not rule out close cooperation with the 
Council of Europe, which is both necessary 
and positive. 

The European Observatory, all being well, 
will employ only a small number of staff 
overwhelmingly on short-term contracts from 
non-governmental and other specialist organi- 
sations. The Observatory would not then 
become dominated by civil servants and 
would hopefully generate fresh ideas. 

At our Civil Liberties Committee meeting 


Glyn Ford, MEP, a member of the Socialist 
Group in the European Parliament and a 
leading campaigner against racism and 
fascism, reports on the actions of Europe's 


parliamentary far right. 


in February we were addressed by the current 
Italian Minister of Home Affairs, Rinaldo 
Coronas. Italy has now taken over the presi- 
dency of the European Union for the next six 
months and Mr Coronas set out the Italian 
presidency’s priorities. Italy is in a state of 
limbo politically and we await the current 
elections, in which it looks increasingly likely 
that fascists will be elected. 

Mr Coronas talked about the development 
of a uniform visa and the granting of residen- 
cy permits ignoring the rights of third country 
nationals. He stressed the importance of the 
signing of the Dublin Convention by all 
Member States. The convention provides for 
the mutual exchange between Member States 
of general information such as statistical data, 
national laws and regulations and practices, 
as well as information on individual cases. 
This convention has been hanging around for 
six years and does not represent a positive 
step forward in the fight against racism. 

The Committee interrogated Social Affairs 
Commissioner Padraig Flynn. The comments 
and points he raised clearly illustrated how 
the European Commission has finally woken 
up to the problem of racism, and its apparent 
willingness to tackle the issue head on after 
ten years’ harassment by the European 
Parliament. Flynn talked about the need to 
fight racism across a range of policies by cre- 
ating additional instruments to existing poli- 


cies, such as adding non-dis- 
crimination clauses. For 
example the Commission 
has recently created a new 
strand to its Employment 
Community Initiative, 
Employment Inclusion, to 
help labour market integra- 
tion for people of non-EU origins. Flynn sees 
this as one of the means to tackle the causes 
of racism. The Commission is also working 
to raise public awareness of racism and xeno- 
phobia through its education programmes. 

Commissioner Flynn also reaffirmed his 
support for placing EU commitment to fight- 
ing racism in the first pillar of the EU treaties. 
This would involve the democratically elect- 
ed European Parliament and the Court of 
Justice and would deal with the issue of 
racism in the same way as sex discrimination. 
Flynn now seems willing to strip national 
governments such as that of the UK of their 
right to veto EU legislation on race. 

Flynn also conceded the need for complete 
freedom of movement for third country 
nationals who are legally resident in the EU. 
The Commission has finally recognised 
Europe’s sixteenth state, the 12 to 14 million 
third country nationals living in EU states. 

With regard to the proposed Year Against 
Racism, Commissioner Flynn hoped that such 
an initiative would highlight the issue of 
racism across Europe and lead to a better 
understanding of the issue. We now have to 
wait until European Union Interior and Home 
Office Ministers decide whether it is appro- 
priate to have such a year. As a unanimous 
decision is necessary there are no points for 
guessing where any objections would come 
from. 


ee 


response to the killing, a military rocket 
shoulder launcher was used to put a hole in 
the roof of the Angels’ club house. 

The war has spread to Finland and Norway. 
In July 1995 a rocket shoulder launcher was 
used against the club house of MC Finland, 
prospective members of the Angels, and in 
March 1996 the Bandidos’ vice president in 
Finland and his minder were shot and injured. 

In Oslo, bombs detonated outside the club 
house of MC Norway in November 1995 and 
in January and February 1996. In January, a 
member of the MC Outlaw, a Bandidos club, 
was shot and injured. 

The culmination of hostilities came on 11 
March, when Angel hit squads carried out 
simultaneous attacks at Copenhagen and Oslo 
airports on Bandidos members returning from 
a meeting in Helsinki. In Kastrup Airport, 
Copenhagen, one Bandidos member was shot 
dead and three were injured as the killers 
opened fire with submachine guns. In 
Fornebu Airport, Oslo, a Swedish Bandidos 
member was ambushed and gunned down as 
he walked out of the airport doors. 

The outlaw gangs are of interest due to the 
developing links between bikers and nazi mil- 
itants in Scandinavia. Although no nazi group 
in Sweden has publicly admitted, or even 
hinted at, a connection, it is no secret that a 
number of skinheads and former nazi terrorist 
VAM activists are gravitating towards the 


biker gangs. There have been connections 
between bikers and nazis in Gothenburg and 
Malm since at least the mid-1980s and nazi 
skinheads have been spotted regularly in 
biker clubs and hangouts in the 1990s. 

In November 1994 a key figure on the 
Stockholm nazi scene, the former VAM 
activist Andreas Bedecs, was arrested for par- 
ticipating in a brutal kidnapping with mem- 
bers of the Southside Choppers, a prospective 
Hell’s Angels club, which has since changed 
its name to MC Sweden. The kidnapping was 
an attempt to silence a young man who had 
complained to the police after two bikers 
assaulted him and beat him up. In the event, 
Bedecs and his mates stormed into the wrong 
apartment and kidnapped the wrong man. 

Bedecs, who has a long and interesting 
track record in nazi circles, was sentenced to 
four years in prison. He first appeared on the 
fringes of the fascist Sweden Democrats in 
his late teens and soon became part of the 
original VAM group formed by Klas Lund 
and John Christopher Rangne in 1991. 

In May 1991, shortly after VAM raided a 
Stockholm police station and stole guns, 
Bedecs was arrested with Lund during an 
attempted break-in at a military arms depot. 
He was arrested again in connection with a 
VAM rally in Gothenburg in May 1992, and 
shortly afterwards he was part of the VAM 
quartet arrested in Uppsala and charged with 


preparing an armed robbery. He was sen- 
tenced to one year in prison. 

In July 1995, Stockholm biker Peter 
Mathisson, a member of MC Sweden, was 
arrested for bank robbery together with three 
notorious VAM/Storm network nazis. One of 
the nazis was Patrik Huisman, 23, a key 
activist of the mid-western branch of VAM in 
1992. Also arrested for the bank robbery were 
the veteran nazi bonehead Robert Eliasson, 
26, and Peter Léfstedt, 24. 

Police raids on biker clubs have captured 
illegal weapons, including a rocket shoulder 
launcher. The gangs have become notorious 
for their violence and intimidation of people 
they see as their enemies. 

The police have serious trouble investigat- 
ing biker-related crimes. Angels do not talk to 
the police and remain silent when arrested. 
Nazis, on the other hand, are notorious for 
never being able to keep a secret and their 
loose mouths bring some of the Angels’ 
secrets to the ever-open ears of the state. 
What little intelligence the police gathers 
about the criminal wing of the Hell’s Angels 
and bikers comes mostly from the blabbing of 
nazis who hang around the biker scene. At 
least one police raid that netted several guns 
was due entirely to a nazi informant grassing 
on the Malm6 Hell’s Angels chapter. 


From our Swedish correspondent 
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LETTER 


Dear Editor, I am writing with regard to the 
recent article in your magazine (February 
1996), under the heading “Amnesty praises 
freedom for nazis poster”. 

The article states that the Danish Section of 
Amnesty International (AI) awarded a prize 
to the advertising agency Saatchi and Saatchi 
for a poster depicting Thies Christophersen 
under the banner “Defend Freedom of 
Speech”. We wish to point out that the prize 
referred to was not awarded by AI Denmark, 
but by an independent 6-member committee 
composed of various personalities, one of 
whom was the chairperson of AI Denmark. 
The reasons given by the committee for 
choosing this poster are their own and do not 
represent the views of AI. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to 
bring to the attention of you and your readers 
a recent decision taken by AI’s governing 
body, the International Council Meeting 
(ICM). When it met in Slovenia in August 
1995 the ICM decided that “people who are 
imprisoned for having advocated national, 
racial or religious hatred that constitutes 
incitement to discrimination, hostility or vio- 
lence will not be considered as prisoners of 
conscience”. This decision brings AI policy 
explicitly into line with international stan- 
dards (e.g. Article 20(2) of the UN 
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Bulk discounts and overseas post rates on enquiry. 
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International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights) which place clear obligations on gov- 
ernments to prohibit advocacy of hatred (so- 
called “hate speech”). The decision in effect 
affirms AI’s previous practice which was not 
to adopt imprisoned holocaust-deniers as pris- 
oners of conscience. 

I hope this information will be of interest to 
you and will clarify the issues raised in the 
article in your February issue. 

Yours sincerely 

Claudio Cordone 

Director, Research and Mandate Program, 
Amnesty International 


We are grateful for Amnesty International’s 
letter. However it begs the question of 
whether the chair of Al Denmark has been 
asked to resign? — Editor 


NOTICES 


Bumblebee where are you? Long time no 
hear. Obstacles now being removed to restart- 
ing our negotiations. Call me and give postal 
code of your letters to me as recognition sign. 


Anti-fascist groups: A list of local anti- 
fascist and anti-racist groups is available from 
Searchlight on request. If you wish your 
group to be included on this list, please send 
us your details. 


When hate comes to town 
Community Responses to Racism and Fascism 


@ What can you do if racist and fascist activities affect your community? 
@ How can you support victims of racist attacks? 

@ What should you do if fascists are standing in elections? 

@ How do fascists infiltrate local organisations? 

@ What are your rights if you are racially harassed or attacked? 
@ How do racists recruit young people at football grounds and concerts? 
@ What does the law say about racism and how can you use it? 
@ How can you educate your community about the dangers of racial hatred? 

@ How can you organise successful anti-racist events and get publicity for your work? 
@ What do racists and fascists believe and how are they organised? 


Organisations £30 + £4 p&p 
Community groups £20 + £4 p&p postage, 10 
Individuals £15 + £4 p&p 


When hate comes to town. 
Please send orders with your payment, including 


Searchlight Educational Trust 
| 37B New Cavendish Street, London W1M 8JR 
| Tel 0171 284 4040 Fax 0171 284 4410 


International 
Brigade to be 
remembered 


A memorial plaque honouring the 
International Brigaders of Tower 


Hamlets, who helped the Spanish 
people fight fascism in 1936, is to be 
unveiled on 13 April. 

The ceremony will take place at 
llam at St George’s Town Hall in 
Cable Street, London E1. Many of the 


Brigaders took part in the historic bat- 
tle of Cable Street against Sir Oswald 
Mosley’s blackshirts, before leaving 
for Spain, some after prison sentences. 

Nearly all the surviving members of 
the International Brigade are expected 
to attend the ceremony. The Battalion 
banner, with its battle honours, will be 
paraded and lowered in silent tribute 
to those who gave their lives fighting 
fascism. 

This year marks the _ sixtieth 
anniversary of the battle of Cable 
Street and the Spanish civil war. 
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